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Qid Roar Sign South 


Korean World Cup Star 


By John Economos 


UEENSLAND 

JROAR last Thursday 

eagerly greeted the 
arrivat in Brisbane of their 
latest signing, former South 
Korean World Cup star Tae- 
‘Yong Shin. 

‘The 34 year old attacking 
midfielder, (ala Adelaide 
City's mercurial midfielder 
Sergio Melta in the NSL), was 
the very first player to reach 
400 matches in the K-League. 

Shin boasts another proud 
record, (again like Melta), of 
baying played professionally 
vith just the one club, that of 
‘Sungnam-IIhwa. 

Queensland Roar's Head 
Coach Miron Bleiberg, stated 
to ABSW lst night: 

"Tae-Yong has represented 
South Korea at all four 
Tnternational levels induding 
the 1992 and 1998 World 
Cups plus the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympic". 

Bleiberg went on to add: 
"His immense experience will 
prove an invaluable injection 
to our young A-League 
squad. His illustrious dossier 
includes being twice voted 
M.VP. in the K-League in 
1992 and 1998. 

"We have signed Tae-Yong 
on a two year contract," dis- 
closed Bleiberg. 


LU 


Shin who arrived in 
Brisbane with his wife and 
two children, was excited to 
have been signed by a club 
from Australia and to become 
part of the new A-League 
which starts in August. 

Nicknamed as 'The Fox' in 
South Korean to reflect his 
intelligent style of play, Shin 
isa playmaker with the abili- 
ty to score goals. 

An exceptionally talented 
technician on the ball, Shin 
has written Soccer books for 
children which the Roar offi- 
cials have already shown 
keen interest to translate and 
publish for the Queensland 
market. 

In summing up, Bleiberg 
who has already put Shin 
through four training ses- 
sions with the Roar squad, 
evaluated to ABSW: 

"Tae-Yong is an extremely 
intelligent professional who 
brings with him a wealth of 
experience. In a nut-shell he's 
an efficient footballing tech- 
nician", 


Queensland Roar's Head Coach Miron Blelberg with South Korean World Cup Star Tae-Yong Shin as his signs his two year contract with 
the Queensland A-League Club. 
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ustralian Gareth Edds 

bagged a crucial goal six 
minutes from time to salvage a 
1-1 draw for League One club 
Milton Keynes Dons against 
Oldham Athletic. 

The 24-year-old Sydney born 
midfielder, a former member of 
the national under-23 side, 
pounced on a moment of hesita- 
tion in the Oldham defence to 
sneak in at the far post and score 
from close range. 

Edds has made a home in 
England after stints with 
Nottingham Forest, Swindon 
and Bradford. 


Gareth Edds bagged a 
crucial goal for Milton 
Keynes against Oldham. 
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‘ollongong teenager 
Ruben Zadkovich is eam- 
ing high praise from Notts 
County boss Jan Richardson 
following an encouraging start 
to his career at Meadow Lane. 
The 18-year-old stands out 
from the crowd with his bleach- 
clad locks but his play on the 
field has impressed those at the 


Wollongong teen Ruben 
Zadkovich has earned 
high praise from Notts 

County boss lan 
Richardson. 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


League Two club during his 
brief tenure at Notts following a 
free transfer from QPR in 
February, 

Zadkovich, who scored on 
debut against Chester, has been 
described in recent reports as a 
‘relentless tackler’ and a ‘natur- 
al ball-winner’. 

Manager Jan Richardson is 
quickly becoming a fan of the 
young Australian, 

"Ruben has proved already 
that he is a superb find, and he 
is a very promising talent. 

“The lad is a real find and I 
think he can play at a higher 
level his he keeps up what we 
have seen of him already." 

Zadkovich has signed a con- 
tract that will keep him at Notts 
County until the end of next 
season, and Richardson says he 
is expecting big things of 
Zadkovich, who tums 19 in 
May. 

"Ruben has played on the 
right wing, left wing and centre 
of midfield already, so that 
points out straight away that he 
is a versatile lad," he said. 

"He hasn't let anyone down at 
all. He scored a good goal at 
Chester, did well against Bristol 
Rovers and he was also superb 
at Yeovil." 

"[ think we have a real find, 
and I am looking to see more of 
him as the seasons draws to a 
close. He has the ability, and he 
will be very important for us 
next season,” 
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* Melbourne Knights 

and Socceroo striker Joel 

Porter was hailed man-of-the- 

match and received a standing 

ovation following Hartlepool 

United’s crucial 3-0 win over 
Swindon recently, 

Porter bagged a goal in the 
31st minute in what manager 
Neale Cooper hailed as an 
“awesome” display from the 
26-year-old. 

Porter scored with a fine chip 
for the first-half opener and 
then set up both Thomas Butler 
and Ritchie Humphreys after 
the interval for the second and 
third. 

Cooper admitted to substitut- 
ing Porter late in the match to 
ensure the Aussie received a 
much deserved standing ova- 
tion, 

"Joel Porter was just in a dif- 
ferent class. His goal was good 
enough, but then he made the 
other two as well,” said Cooper. 

“T took him off early so he 
got the ovation he deserved. 
He's been playing very well 
lately, but this was just awe- 
some." 

Porter has made four appear- 
ances for the national team, 
bagging five goals, but has not 
played for the Socceroos since 
the disastrous 0-1 loss to New 
Zealand in the Oceania Nations 
Cup in 2002. 
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| Phe Australian Under 23 
international Brett Holman 


has bagged another goal in 
Holland's Golden Divisie. 

‘The 21-year-old forward hit 
the back of the net just four 
minutes into _Excelsior 
Mouscron’s match —_with 
Helmond Sport however it 
proved fruitless as visiting 
Helmond ran out 2-1 winners. 

Helmond has 


fellow 


Australian Lindsay Wilson on 
its books however the former 
Olympic Sharks, Canberra 
Cosmos and PSV Eindhoven 
defender did not make an 
appearance against Excelsior. 

Holman signed a five year 
contract with glamour Dutch 
club Feyenoord in the middle of 
2002 but was immediately 
loaned out to Excelsior, where 
he has been a consistent per- 
former, 

The former Parramatta 
Power forward is pressing for a 
return to the national team. In 
2001 Holman was called into 
the Socceroo squad for a friend- 


Brett Holman’s hot run for 
Excelsior Mouscron 
continues. 


ly against the Soloman Islands 
but this was eventually can- 
celled. 


tke * 


‘on-league outfit Woking 
has signed Coventry City's 
Australian-born central defend- 
er Sean Cooney on loan until 
the end of the season, 
Cooney, who was born in 


Ste “am 


Perth, is out of contract at the 
end of the season and has been 
told by Coventry that it won't be 
extending his current deal, but 
he now has a chance to impress 
other clubs after being handed a 
chance by The Cards. 


Sean Cooney will finish 
the season with Woking 
after signing a loan deal 
with the English non- 
league club. 


The 21-year-old has made 
just one substitute appearance 
for Coventry, but missed most 
of last year with an ankle injury. 

Despite being raised in West 
Australia, Cooney is a Republic 
Of Ireland Under 21 interna- 
tional after opting to represent 
the country of his parents birth. 


kkk 
‘elbourne Victory will be 


ited with the form of 
star signing Archie Thompson 
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Archie bagged 
a brace for Lierse in their 
recent win over Oostende. 
as the Socceroo scored a brace 
in Lierse’s recent 3-1 win over 
Oostende. 

Thompson hit the net in the 
22nd and 87th minute as Lierse 
consolidated a mid-table posi- 
tion in Belgium’s Jupiler 
League. 


RK KX: 


‘AC Breda has announced 
Socceroo Tony Vidmar 
will sign for the club in the 
northern summer, pending a 
medical. The Australian 
defender was expected to return 


Socceroo Tony Vidmar is 
set to return to Holland 
after agreeing to terms 

with former club 
NAC Breda. 


to his former team during the 
January transfer window but the 
deal collapsed at the last 
minute, 

However, according to the 
club's official website, the 34- 
yeat-old will sign a one-year 
deal, as long as he successfully 
Passes a medical on April 13. 

Vidmar has played for 
Cardiff City in the English 
Championship this season. 

From 1995 to 1997 he played 
at NAC - where current coach 
Ton Lokhoff was one of his 
teammates - before spending 
five years at Rangers in 
Scotland. 


dette of 


VIDUKA IN DOUET 


FOR GONFEDS CUP 


ustralia may have to 
A« without top 
ikers Mark 
Viduka and Harry Kewell 
in the lead up to 
September’s World Cup 
qualifiers with the duo set 
to be sidelined for an 
extended period of time. 

Viduka faces a race 
against time to be fit for 
Australia’s Confederations 
Cup campaign in June after 
being ruled out for the 
remainder of the English 
Premier League season. 

Viduka is out of 
Middlesbrough's premier- 
ship campaign because of a 
recurring hamstring injury. 

‘The V-Bomber lasted just 
12 minutes into his latest 
comeback against Crystal 
Palace before breaking 
down. Viduka was making 
his first appearance in 17 
games since being injured on 
Boxing Day last year. 

The 29-year-old, who 
completed a £4.5million 
move to the Riverside 
Stadium from Leeds last 
year, has had an injury 
plagued start to his career on 
Teeside, 

With the English season 
ending on May 15, Viduka 
faces a frantic month of reha- 
bilitation in order to be ready 
for the Confederations Cup 
opener against —_hosts 
Germany on June 15. 

Manager Steve McClaren 
confirmed his striker would 
miss the rest of Boro's cam- 
paign for a place in Europe. 

"Mark has suffered a 
recurrence of his hamstring 
problem,” McClaren told the 
club's website. 

"It's hugely disappointing 
for Mark and the club, but he 


won't play again this sea- 
son." 

"We felt he was ready to 
play on Saturday but it was- 
nit to be. Everyone is frus- 
trated, including Mark, 
because it has taken longer 
than any of us would have 
wanted.” 

“What we are now focus- 
ing on is ensuring he gets all 
the correct treatment so that 
he is ready for the start of 
next season." 

"He is a quality striker - a 
point he has proven when he 
has been available for us this 
season. He has a major role 
to play for us next season." 

Injuries have also plagued 
‘Viduka’s Socceroo teammate 
Harry Kewell who has spent 
a major part of the season on 
the sidelines. 

While a retum for club 
side Liverpool before sea- 
son’s end has not been ruled 
out, Kewell is rated a slim 
chance of helping the club in 
its pursuit of Champions 
League glory. 

The 26-year-old, who has 
not made an appearance for 
Liverpool since limping off 
in the Carling Cup final 
against Chelsea on February 
27, has been hampered by 
ongoing ankle, groin and 
Achilles injuries. 

Socceroos coach Frank 
Farina is becoming accus- 
tomed to having either one or 
both of his preferred strike 
force missing however their 
skill level and experience 
will be required as Australia 
faces up to the might of hosts 
Germany, Latin powerhouse 
Argentina and African giants 
Tunisia during the group 
phase of the lucrative 
Confederations Cup. 


ATTENTION 
_ PLAYERS | 


Have a SOLICITOR handle 
your next deal 
“DON’T BE CAUGHT OUT” 


CONTACT 
GEORGE DRACA 


OF 


ALBERT MACRI 
@ PARTNERS 


79A BATHURST ST, 
LIVERPOOL NSW 


PHONE: (02) 9601 7888 
FAX: (02) 9601 5996 


The V-Bomber has been grounded until at least the 
end of the English Premier League season and is 


in serious doubt for Australia’s Confederations 


Cup campaign in June. 


Bobby Charlton Soccer Schools 


(AUSTRALIA) 


www.bobbycharltonsoccerschool.com 


UVE THE DREAM 
Trip to England 


Depart 23 September — Return 6 October 2005 
Coaches Tour $6000 
Pupil Tour $5500 
Ages 12 to 16 boys and girls elite or non elite 


14 Day round trip with heaps of fun, 
BCSS Academy course 
Games v local Academy sides 
Watch Academy games 
Watch Premier League games 
Watch Premier League clubs train & meet the stars 
Coach education sessions 
Skills & fitness testing 
Tour of 
Old Trafford (Man Utd) 
Anfield (Liverpool FC) 
Reebok Stadium (Bolton Wanderers FC) 


BCSS has been running courses successfully 
For 27 years from all over the world 
For further information call Chris on 0419 483 970 


email cok3c@optusnet.com.au 
www.bobbycharltonsoccerschools.com 


in association with Travelscene on crown 
licence nr 2TA5663 


ALAGICH'S ANGLE ON 


YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 


No 4 of a Series by Specialist Youth Coach Richard Alagich 


Levels 2 and 3: ‘The three technical teach- 
9 to 12 years ing methods in a develop- 


ment ram are 

The second phase of situational, analytic and 
development is regarded 28 Combined. i 

‘the technical phase, where ‘The modem way of teach- 

the player is taught the ing techniques is dominated 


by the situation method, 
This Is teaching technical 
elements as a complete 


The analytic method is 
where the movement Is bro- 
ken up and one particular 
phase Is executed. For 
example, the player does 
not have his ankle joint 
locked and hard when kick- 
Ing with the full instep. 
‘With the analytic method 
the player stands besides 
the ball and executes the 
Kick, concentrating only on 
coach is satisfied with the 


Movement, he then goes 
back to the situational 
method of coaching. 

The combined method In 
coaching techniques Is a 
combination of the situa- 
tional =and —_ analytical 
methods. Here the move- 
ment Is executed as a whole 
but where the technical fault 
occurs, then that part Is 
frozen and the analytic 
method applied. 

The situational method, 
however, must dominate the 
coaching sessions and 


‘Incoaching techniques is as. 
follows: 


1. player with the ball — 
without pressure 

2. player with the ball — 
token pressure 
3. player with the ball — 
full pressure 

During this period of 
development, the bones are 
developing very quickly with 
the muscles Increasing in 
weight and size. The emo- 
tions and concentration 
‘spans for leaming are on 
the Increase. 

This in other words Is the 
‘tipe’ age to start with 
coaching In a controlled 
‘systematic youth develop- 
ment program, 

In my next article | wilt 
expand on the question of 
the third phase of develop- 
ment — tactical phase. 


FOR THE COACH 


Soccer: Winning Through Technique and Tactics | 
Reviews | 


recommend (this book) to every football fan...” 


“FIFA ... has no doubt that this well-thought out and illustrated handbook will 
prove to be a great help for theoretical and practical training ... We warmly 


from the forward of current FIFA President, JS Blatter. 

“We have studied this publication with great interest. (it) can be recommended 
especially to active youth coaches, be they professionals or amateurs. 

Walter Gagg, Head of Technical Department, FIFA. 


conversant with the most modem training methods. 
Goal Project, FIFA. 


judicious development coaches in our midst. 


Any coach of young players, with an eamest desire to fashion winning teams, 


cannot be without this Book.” 
Les Murray, Director of Sport, SBS Television 


| | Soccer: Winning Through Planning and Testing 


“This teaching manual by Richard Alagich is an excellent working tool for use in 
the practical side of football training. All age groups of youth football are taken 
into account making the reader immediately aware that the author is fully 


Jurg Nepfer Head of the Development department and Director of the 


“This work re-nominates Richard Alagich as one of the most perceptive and 
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he Australian U-17s (Joeys) 
have qualified for the semi- 
finals of the Oceania U-17 
World Championship qualifying 
tournament following a 5-0 win 
over Tahiti last week in Noumea, 
New Caledonia. 

Midfielder Joel Allwright scored 
twice while striker David Williams 
and Canberra-based midfielder Kaz 
Patafta both got on the scoresheet with 
the scoring completed courtesy of a 
Tahitian own goal. 

Coach Ange Postecoglou whilst 
happy to see the team progress to the 
semis was disappointed with his 
team's performance with the scoreline 
blown out by two late goals, 

"E was largely disappointed by the 
way we played," said Postecoglou. 

"There wasn't enough intensity on 
display and not enough improvement 
from our previous game. I will be 
looking for far more from the boys 
during the remainder of the tourna- 


N 


Joeys coach Ange Postecoglou was 
less than impresses with Australia’s 


5-0 win over Tahiti. 
ment." The Australians held a two 
goal lead at half time with the first 
goal arriving in the 26th minute when 
Tahitian defender Tehau Jonathan 
deflected a ball into his own net in 


Birmingham City forward Dwight Yorke insists Sydney's sun, surf 
and nightlife does not fuel his interest in signing with Sydney FC. 


mer Manchester United 
forward Dwight Yorke insists 
Sydney FC's professionalism 
rather than their money will deter- 
mine whether or not he becomes the 
new A-League's marquee star, 

‘The Trinidad and Tobago intema- 
tional arrived in Australia for contract 
talks with the Sydney-based franchise 
last week but admitted a decision on 
his future would take some time, 


The 33-year-old is seeking a move 
from current club Birmingham City, 
where he has made just four starts this 
season. 

‘Yorke has also received offers from 
several Middle East clubs but says his 
trip Down Under proves he is serious 
about Sydney's offer. 

"I'm here to check out the atmos- 
phere of Australia and see what's on 
offer," said Yorke. 


attempting to cut out Patafta's 
cross. 

The second goal arriving 15 
minutes later with Allwright fin- 
ishing well after being played 
into space by a superb pass from 
Brendan Maroney. 

Patafta scored three minutes 
after the interval but the fourth 
didn't arrive until four minutes 
from the end. Williams scoring 
with a long range strike before 
Allwright pounced on a parried 
shot from Matt Mullen to com- 
plete the scoring in the dying 
moments of the game. 

‘The Australians next face 
Tonga who was defeated 20-0 by 
‘Vanuatu in the other Group A 
match. 

‘The winner of the Oceania qualify- 
ing tournament will qualify for the 
2005 FIFA U-I17 = World 
Championship to be held in Pera from 
16 September until 2 October. 


"I wouldn't be here if I wasn't seri- 
‘ous about a move. I won't mess any- 
‘one around and will make a decision 
in the near future. 

"Til need to listen to -other clubs 
before I decide but I won't mess any- 
one around and will make a decision 
in the near future.” 

"It’s something we've definitely 
considered and I wouldn't have wasted 
my time if there wasn't an offer on the 
table.” 

Yorke was quick to reject fears he 
could be more interested in Sydney's 
lifestyle than its football. 

"I've been to Sydney so many times 
and love the place - there is no secret 
about that. 

“Money is not an issue to me at this 
stage in my career. It is important but 
is not the be-all and end-all, 

"Tm just looking at the total pack- 
age and we'll take it from there." 

"Im not here to pick up a pay 
cheque. I still have a lot of desire to 
play football. I think they (the 
Australian public) will be pleasantly 
surprised to see what I can offer. 

"I've looked after myself over the 
years and people who know me, know 
Tmin good condition.” 

Yorke said he was looking for a 
two-year deal with Sydney FC. 

He also admits the lure of working 
under German manager Pierre 
Littbarski is strong. 

Littbarski played in three World 
Cup finals before finally helping his 


country win the 1990 tournament in 


Ttaly. 
*L know what he's done as a player 


INSI 


E INTO SEMIS 
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and what he's done in the World Cup," 
said Yorke. 

"I have great admiration for such a 
person who has achieved so much in 
the game. 

"Tm sure if there is anything to 
come of this, I will look forward to 
working with him." 

Yorke rejected a move.to Scottish 
champions Celtic = before last 
September's Champions League dead- 
line and moved to Birmingham amid 
allegations he was holding out for a 
stronger league. 

‘A 1999 European Cup winner with 
United, Yorke has scored over 130 
goals in 15 seasons in the Premier 
League. 
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MEANWHILE Yorke said he 
hopes that ex-Old Trafford keeper 
Mark Bosnich would consider 
relaunching his career in Australia. 

"We have a history together as 
friends and Tm sure the Australian 
people will welcome Mark back to 
football with open arms," said Yorke, 
who was best man at Bosnich's wed- 
ding three years ago. 

"He's been through a yery difficult 
time but I'm sure if there's an opportu- 
nity there he will want to come back to 
where he belongs." 

Bosnich has been out of the game 
since he was sacked by Chelsea in 
2003 after testing positive for cocaine, 

But Yorke said: "fm sure he can 
make a comeback. He's a very deter- 
mined person.” 
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Bobby Charlton Soccer Schools 


(AUSTRALIA) 
www.bobbycharltonsoccerschool.com 


LAPAGLIA BECOMES A-LEAGUE'S 
BIGGEST MARQUEE SIGNING 


ydney FC has added a 
touch of Hollywood 


UVE THE DREAM 
Trip to England | 


Depart 23 September — Return 6 October 2005 
Coaches Tour $6000 
Pupil Tour $5500 


when it comes to marketing 


siilthe prottmcontcetettahs Ages 12 to 16 boys and girls elite or non elite 
glitz to its rapidly “There is no doubt that a 
growing portfolio with having Anthony on board is a 14 Day round trip with heaps of fun, 


Australian television star 
Anthony Lapagtia signing a 
contract to become a part 
owner of the Hyundai A- 
League club. 

‘Lapaglia, who stars in the 
TV drama Without A Trace, 
as well as a host of Australian 


huge boost for Sydney FC," 
said Sydney FC Chairman 
Walter Bugno, 

"Not only is he one of 
Australia's most renowned 
actors but he has a genuine 
passion for football and that 
for me is the most exciting 


BCSS Academy course 
Games v local Academy sides 

Watch Academy games 
Watch Premier League games 

Watch Premier League clubs train & meet the stars 
Coach education sessions 
Skills & fitness testing 
Tour of 


and Hollywood films, will be art of the deal. Old Trafford (Man Utd) 

a director of Sydney FC. "His passion for the game Anfield (Liverpool FC) 

_ "Tam excited about being and Sydney FC has been very Reebok Stadium (Bolton Wanderers FC) 
involved with Sydney FC ata impressive right throughout 


time when football in 
Australia is embarking on a 
new journey,” said Lapaglia, 


the negotiation process and 
we think he will be a tremen- 
dous addition to what we 


BCSS has been running courses successfully 
For 27 years from all over the world 


wi uta aioe ateady consider 1 be 2} FF further information call Chris on 0419 483 970 

football in Adelaide before strong board of directors. e-mail pk3c@optusnet.com.au 

embarking on his hugely suc- "Anthony's involvement ww. hobbycharitonsoccerschpols. com 

cessful acting career. also gives us a very valuable 5 = z 
have Tong had a passion asset when it comes to the chien aieeaable Samer s0m Sond Cink 

for football and watching marketing of the club.” 

from afar I saw that the game Courtesy AAP 


in association with Travelscene on crown 


was heading in the right licence nr 2TA5663 


direction and I wanted to bea 
part of it. 

"Sydney FC has plans to be 
a leader in the new competi- 
tion and I want to work with 
the other shareholders and 
management to inject some of 
my ideas and thoughts to 
make the club as successful as 
possible.” 

‘The 46-year-old has yowed 
to be more than a silent share- 
holder and will spend six 
weeks in Australia in May- 


PROUDLY SPONSOR 


Tigers Junior Soccer Club Inc 


Seeks talented & motivated Players, Coaches, Managers In all the following 


Anthony Lapaglia Is to become a director of Sydney FC and will fly in to watch 
the team in their opening World Club Championship qualifier on May 7. 


June to have a significant and the club's first match, 1 will be devoting a lot of Lapaglia's commitment eee urea 1; OT U2 1 IS UE 
input into the development of against Queensland Roar in attention to Sydney FC while (reported to be worth as much MEAT AIFE TH Ube weemn'e Al hs Tea 
Sydney FC leading into the the World Club ‘Tm back in Australia," he as-$800,000) gives Sydney oy “e 
inaugural A-League season, Championship qualifiers in said. FC a financial boost but it has @ WANT TO JOIN A CLUB WITH VISION 
Lapaglia will also attend Gosford on May 7. "Lwillbe atthe club launch also added further credibility (@ THE ONLY CLUB IN THE DISTRICT THAT OFFERS A 
the Sydney FC Club launch at "f'm looking forward to and I can't wait for the first to the club's board of directors DIRECT “PATHWAY” INTO THE NSW PREMIER YOUTH 
Star City Casino on May 3 coming home fora break and match." and bands Sydney FC an edge LEAGUE, THEN CALL THE-CLUB'S INFOLINE 9560 5414 NOW! 


Please note that all Coaching Applications will be handled discreetly 
‘The dub is also seeking a Women’s Convenor & Coaching Director for the 2006 Girls 
Ut0, U12, U4 & Ut6 Competitions 
As the club is entering teams in the 2006 NSW Women’s Premier League 
FOR ENQUIRIES. PLEASE PHONE THE CLUB'S ADMINISTRATOR — Pia Scarselletta — 9560 5414 


SYDNEY INVITES CITY 


TO SEASON LAUNCH 


ydney FC has announced its sea- 


a 
) A.P1.A. LEICHHARDT TIGERS F.C. INC 
ey) FIELDS TEAMS IN THE STATE’S MOST ELITE 


son launch will take place next 

month and has sent ont an open 
invitation for football fans across the 
city to come along and be part of the 
celebration. 

The function will take place at Star 
City Casino on Tuesday May 3 and the 
club is asking Sydney football fans to 
show their passion and support for the A~ 
League club and join players, coaches 
and officials in what is sure to be a lavish 
unveiling. 

In a pres release last week, the club 
stated its goal was to bring Sydney “foot- 
ball that stirs the imagination”. 

After months of movement in assem- 
bling a team and the start of training, the 
launch represents the clubs debut with 
the community. 

Meanwhile the club’s newest recruits, 
mascots Syd and Sydnee (pictured), 
made their debut appearance before last 
month’s Australia-Iraq international 
friendly at Homebush. 

Syd and Sydnee will form a valuable 
part of the clubs marketing, specifically 
its attempts to attract the junior football 
players of Sydney. 


Sydney FC Mascots Sydnee (second from left) and Syd (second from 
fight) at the recent international friendly between Australia and Iraq. 


COMPETITIONS 
© THE NSW PREMIER LEAGUE — First & Reserve Grades 
© THE NSW PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE - U13, U14, U15, U16 & U18s 
Ro eee nal nad eras el in the 
Premier meer eae can direct discreet to the dub’s 
— Les De Celis — 9716 1702. 
ee Tee ee ee a teenie dcne 


FAX 9560 5418 INFOLINE: 9560 5414 
A.P.I.A. LEICHHARDT TIGERS F.C. INC 


awe 
@ 
“S=32/ _ PARTICIPATES IN THE WORLD'S MOST 


PRESTIGIOUS YOUTH TOURNAMENT ANNUALLY 
THE COPPA CARNEVALE TOURNAMENT IN VIAREGGIO — 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Are sought from ambitous U17s through to U20s PLAYERS who 
wish to participate In the 
58” Annual Viareggio Tournament — February 2006 
(As well as to form the club's 2006 U20s NSW Premier League Squad) 


ITALY 


‘The Vieregglo Youth Tournament or Carnevaie' Is the ultimate youth (U/20s) football 
‘competition in the world. Teams flke AC Milan, Parma, Juventus, Lazio, Roma, Florentina, Bayern 
Munich, Newcastle United and Manchester United participate every year In the prestigious 
‘Coppa Camevale' tournament. The Viareggio tournament generates a grest deal of media interest 
‘both nationally and Internationally. 
ttallan sports dally newspapers like The Gazzetta delio Sport and italian sports television stations 
cover most games. The tournament also ‘8 great deal of European Club Interest as 
European clubs send their scouts to all games. 

Absolute confidentiality will be preserved. 


For further Information and enquiries call John Romeo, Technical Director of the 
APA. Leichhardt Youth Football Academy on 0412-808-114 
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RAVANELLO JUMPS 
FENCE FOR NEW ROLE 


Andy Ravanello has made a home for himself In 
the United States following the end to his 13-year 
professional career. 


mer Canberra 

Cosmos midfielder 

Andy Ravanello has 
hung up the boots and 
replaced them for a clip- 
board after recently being 
named coach of 
Kalamazoo Kingdom of 
the United States Soccer 
League Premier 
Development League 
(PDL) franchise. 

After playing for the 
Kingdom in 2004, 
Rayanello called an end to a 
13-year professional career 
that included stints with 
NSL clubs Marconi and 
Canberra, French outfit AS 
Corbeil and two seasons 
with USL Second Division 
clubs, the Connecticut 
Wolves and the Westem 
Mass Pioneers. 

“Last year playing for the 
Kingdom, I had a really 
good time on and off the 
pitch,” Ravanello said. 


Deple 


n injury depleted 

Perth Glory was 

held to 22-2 draw by 
Sorrento at Percy Doyle 
Reserve last week with 
Bobby Despotoyski on tar- 
gel twice for the A-League 
club. 

Despotoyski, Glory’s all- 
time top scorer, looked sharp 
throughout and supplied a 
fine cross for triallist Billy 
Celeski just after the half- 
hour mark, 

The Melbourne based mid- 
fielder could not keep his 
header down at the far post. 


With the club set to kick 
off its 10th season on May 
15, Ravenello has assumed 
the position of head coach 
from Kingdom co-owner 
Chris Keenan, who stepped 
down after eight seasons in 
charge. 

Keenan said Ravanello 
demonstrated his leadership 
skills last year playing cen- 
tre midfield for the club and 
in running the team’s daily 
training sessions. 

Ravanello has honed his 
coaching skills at Virginia 
Tntermont College, where he 
Serves as assistant coach of 
the men’s soccer team and is 
working toward a degree. 

“T considered a few can- 
didates and was ideally 
looking for someone who 
had been involved with the 
Kingdom organisation,” 
Keenan said. 

“Andy | was an obvious 
choice because he ran train~ 


Simon Colosimo also went 
close moments later with 
low powerful strike from 25 
yards. 

Coach Steve McMahon 
had to manage without 
defenders Jamie Harnwell 
(thigh), David Tarka (knee) 
and Scott Miller (groin), mid- 
fielder Naum Sekulovski 
(groin) and striker Stuart 
Young (illness) forcing the 
former Liverpool legend to 
field some players in unfamil- 
iar positions. 

Despotoyski put Glory 
ahead on the stroke of half 
time after Nick Ward's left 


ing very well last year and 
the player's, were receptive 
to his style. 

“Because he’s played at 
the professional level for a 
number of years, Andy has a 
professional attitude toward 
the game, When you're try- 
ing to develop younger 
players, you need that kind 
of experience.” 

The 31-year-old Canberra 
native takes the reigns of a 
club which won just eight of 
its 16 games last season in 
the Great Lakes Division 
and is hoping to eventually 
land a coaching career at an 
NCAA Division I college. 

Ravanello, who was 
offered his first professional 
playing contract at the age 
of 17, says he still “lives” 
for the game however realis- 
cs that this passion cost him 
the chance to study so he is 
heading back to class to 
study international business 
to advance his plans of own- 
ing a personal training com- 


pany. 

“Tt wasn’t until I started 
living here that I realised if 
you haye a good idea and 
work hard anything is possi- 
ble,” he said. 

“I definitely want to 
make a life for myself in this 
country after I graduate. 

“In Australia, players are 
heading overseas at an early 
age and the emphasis is on 
making a career in the game 
as soon as possible. 

“Here, there is more 
emphasis for kids in high 
school on getting a scholar- 
ship and going to college. 
‘When I was a kid, I looked 
up to the older players, 

“P'm at the age now 
where I want to be giving 
back.” 

The PDL is an amateur 
Teague for top US and 
Canadian players under the 
age of 23 and provides the 
opportunity for them to per- 
form in a professional set- 
ting during the summer 
months while maintaining 
their collegiate eligibility. 


ed Glory Held 


wing cross found its way to 
the far post via the head of 
Henry Fa'arodo, 

Goalkeeper Milan Jovanic 
was replaced by. triallist 
Gareth Deeg soon after being 
fouled early in the second half 
by Michael Ord, who was 
booked for his challenge. 

Deeg was unlucky to be 
picking the ball out of his net 
on 62 minutes after having 
made an excellent save from 
‘Simon Harland but the ball 
fell back at Hurland's feet and 
he made no mistake at the 
second attempt. 

Australia Under 20 inter- 


JETS IMPRESS 


IN TRIALS 


Newcastle coach Jean Paul de Marigny was happy 
with his team’s trial outings last week. 


lhe Newcastle United 
Jets continue their 
run of pre-season 
success following solid vic- 
tories against Edgeworth 
Eagles and Broadmeadow 
Magic last week. 

‘The Jets faced Edgeworth 
at Jack McLoughlan Oval last 


Knights. 


The Knights have secured 
the services of just six play- 
ers however the Auckland 
based franchise is hoping to 
announce a number of sign- 


ings this week. 
both former 


tently 


coach 
‘Acshead is said to be very 
interested in signing the duo. 


Knights 


national Celeski showed 
some good signs in what was 
a difficult one-off match 
appearance for the Glory. His 
fine diagonal run was a key in 
the Glory's second goal. 
Celeski received the ball 
from Despotovski and cut it 
back to Hiroyuki Ishida who 
hit the bar from close range 
but the rebound fell kindly for 
Despotovski who steered the 
ball into the back of the net. 
Glory looked likely victors 
but Brodie Martin raced clear 
for the home side and finished 
with a strong shot from 18 
yards to make it 2-2 with 
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Blatsis and Salapasidis, 
Australian 
youth internationals, are cur- 
playing in the 
Victorian premier league but 
John 


By Sorrento 


Wednesday and ran out com- 
fortable 4-0 winners in what 
was a sometimes heated 
game. 

Goals to Franco Parisi, 
Labinot Haliti, Guy Bates and 
current train on squad mem- 
ber Josh Mitchell saw the Jets 
home. 


With the club excluded 
from competing in next 
month’s Club World 
Championship, Adshead 
admits there is no rush to 
sign players. 

Adshead told The Sydney 
Moming Herald: "I can 
understand the impatience of 
‘our fans - in fact, I sympa- 
thise with them," he said. 

"But if I'd jumped off the 
plane and signed every Tom, 
Dick and Harry, people 
would have told me I should 
have got someone better.” 

"We are moving forward, 
and T'm happy with what we 
are achieving. When you're 
talking about most of your 


barely five minutes remain- 
ing. 

There was still time for 
Fa'arodo to go close with @ 
W-yard —sizzler and 
Despotovski came close to a 
hat-trick with a free kick that 
hitthe frame of the goal in the 
final minute. 

McMahon would have 
been pleased to see Danny 
Vasilevski make a brief return 
as 2 late substitute but will 
now look to work on fitness 
levels in training before the 
Glory commence their World 
Club Championship cam- 
paign on May 11. 


"Twas very happy with the 
performance of the lads last 
night,” Coach Jean Paul de 
Marigny said, "I wanted to 
work on a few tactical areas, 
and the boys worked them 
well.” 

"The most important thing 
is that with another game 
under our belt, the players are 
really becoming a tight unit. 
We need them to work 
together, each player to 
understand their job in the 
side and then give 100% for 
the team, and that is happen- 
ing." 

Tn the only hiccup for the 
Jets on the night, Guy Bates 
received a red card for a tack- 
Ie late in the game. 

On Saturday, the Jets con- 
tinved their undefeated pre- 
season with a 3-1 win over 


Norther NSW State League 
side Broadmeadow at 
Wanderers Oval. 


The Jets led 3-0 at the 
break and cruised home 


KNIGHTS EYE 
SOUTH DUO 


outh Melbourne pair 
Con Blatsis and 
‘Kosta Salapasidis are 


being targeted by A- 
‘League outfit New Zealand 


despite conceding a second 
half goal. 

Richard Johnson opened 
the scroing with a delightful 
30 yard chip which caught the 
‘opposition keeper of his line. 

Striker Ante Milicic dou- 
bled the advantage from the 
penalty spot. Defender 
Andrew Durante rounded out 
the scoring for the Jets with a 
headed goal from a Jade 
North cross. 

Broadmeadow’s John 
Bennis pulled a goal back for 
the host’s in the second half to 
the delight of the 500 plus 
crowd. 

Talented junior Jobe 
Wheelhouse made his first 
appearance for the club in 
almost a year, playing the last 
15 minutes in his comeback 
match from an ankle injury. 

“Jobe has been” working 
hard to get back on the park 
with the lads, and today was a 
good reward for the young 
man,” de Marigny concluded. 


players moving from anoth- 
er country, it's going to take 
time - that's normal. But 
we're getting there, it's just 
not public knowledge yet." 


Perth striker Bobby 
Glory some blushes as the A-League club were held 
2-2 by Sorento. 


The former All Whites 
coach revealed assistant 
coach Tommy Mason is cur- 
rently scouting a number of 
players in England and the 
club had also targeted play- 
ers across south-east Asia 
and South America. 

Adshead recently trialled 
anumber of players from the 
New Zealand .;Football 
Championship but said the 
club had yet to offer any 
contracts. 


Despotovski saved the 


>, Md Roar 


By Glenn Davis 


xperienced coach Peter 

Tokesi believes his top of the 

table side Souths can go all 
the way to win an historic Brisbane 
premier league championship. 

Souths latest victory came on 
Saturday when they travelled to 
Wendy Alison Park and came away 
with a 3-2 win over Pine Rivers. 

The win kept Souths unbeaten 
after five rounds but second on goal 
difference with Palm Beach which 
downed Wynnum Wolves 4-nil at 
home. 

Souths were promoted to premier 
Teague two scasons ago, finishing 
midtable in its inaugural season 
before finishing last and faced with 
relegation last year. 

Fate played a critical hand in 
Souths remaining in the top division 
this year when it filled a vacancy left 
open when Queensland Lions, now 
Queensland Roar, gained admission 
to the inaugural A-league. 

‘This year, the club wasted no time 
delving into the transfer market after 
Tokesi was appointed to takeover 
from former coach Peter Bannon 
who stood down. 

The Tokesi appointment and with 
a new player’s roster has seen the 
club unbeaten after five matches on 
15 points. 

Souths stamped its mark early on 
the game against Pine Rivers and 
went to the-half time break leading 1- 
0 after Terry Hughes finished off an 
Adam Hayward cutback on the half 
hour. 

Pine Rivers got back to level terms 
when Tim Smits found the net five 
minutes after the resumption before 
Josh Rose put the home side in front 
2-1 after a goalmouth scramble, 

However, Souths showed its 
championship material to fight back 
midway through the second half 
when Japanese striker Nori 
Uchimura finished off a resy 
Lovell cross to level 2-all in the 65° 
minute. 

Sixteen-year-old Rockhampton 
product Reece Veenhoven headed 
home the match winner off a Craig 
Slaughter cross for Souths with three 
minutes remaining. 

With Souths controlling a 3-2 
lead, Pine Rivers went looking for an 
equaliser which they should have got 
and possibly won the match. 

‘The home side had three chances, 


two from Aaron Thisfield and anoth- 
er from Pablo Aviles in a one-on-one 
situation with Souths keeper Shaun 
Falkenhagen. 

‘However, Falkenhagen did well to 
come off his line quickly on each 
occasion, smothering the first two 
attempts before forcing Aviles to 
shoot wide of the mark. 

Tokesi was delighted to secure the 
three points to remain unbeaten after 
five matches. 

“You would have to be happy to 
be unbeaten after five games,” 
Tokesi said. 

“But we’re still learning to play 
together.” 

Tokesi believes this year’s league 
is the most open in recent memory 
with Lions’ absence and feels anyone 
of five clubs could win the champi- 
onship. 

As well as his own side, Tokesi 
named Pine Rivers, Brisbane 
Strikers, Palm Beach and Rochedale 
as realistic chances of winning the 
title 


“Anyone of those five can win the 
league this year and even Wynnum 
will improve a lot in the next few 
weeks,” he said. 

“Rochedale have had a couple of 
losses but there’s been nothing in 
them.” 

Tokesi is one of Brisbane’s most 
respected coaches, who served loyal- 
ly as a player for his State as well as 
in the former national league with 
Brisbane City. 

Since turning his hand to coach- 
ing, he has spent many years coach- 
ing Queensland junior sides as well 
as a premier league coach with 
‘Wynnum and Brisbane City for six 
years and two years as assistant 
coach to Brisbane Strikers in the 
national league. 

“If we keep playing the way we 
have been, I think we can goon and 
win the league this year,” Tokesi 
said, 

‘Tokesi’s opinion was backed up 
by Pine Rivers’ coach Clayton Koch, 
who was disappointed his side didn’t 
come away with at least a point. 

“It was disappointing to come 
away with nothing after we were in 
control when we led 2-1,” Koch said, 

“We had our chances to win let 
alone draw when we had those three 
one-on-ones with the keeper, 

“As far as Souths are concerned I 
agree they are a realistic chance to 
win the championship if they can 


Palm, So South unbeaten 


Souths coach Peter Tokesi 
belleves his side can win the 
championship. 
keep their experienced players on the 
park. 

“They are very dangerous out 
wide and are quite solid in midfield 
and strong at the back.” 

Palm Beach continued their excel- 
lent early-season run in its four goal 
win against Brisbane Wolves. 

Neil Monro opened the scoring in 
the 30th minute when a goalmouth 
scramble was only cleared by the 
Wolves defence as far as Monro, who 
was lurking menacingly on the edge 
of the penalty area. 

The Palm Beach midfielder then 
produced a beautiful curling chip 
into the top comer of the net to give 
his side a half-time lead. 

Brisbane Wolves contributed fully 
to an end to end first period in which 
they themselves had plenty of 
chances to find the net with In Jae 
Won going closest. 

Palm Reach were without play- 
maker Brad Ditton but they have the 
depth to cope with the absence of 
such influential players and he was 
barely missed. 

‘The Gold Coast side doubled their 
Jead on the hour courtesy of Daniel 
Fung and the same player made it 3- 
0 15 minutes later to finally put the 
game beyond the reach of Anthony 
Roche's side. 

Luke Sleight netted the fourth in 


— 2004 Champions of Queensland 
133 Pine Road, Richlands. QLD 
Phone: (07) 3271 3636 @ Fax: : (07) (07) 3271 3 3804 


the dying minutes to leave Palm 
Beach coach Karl Herdle beaming 
yet again about the potency of his 
charges. 

“We played good football again 
today and when the chances came 
‘our way we took them very coolly,” 
Herdle said. 

“Our movement and double pass- 
ing was a delight at times and we 
were able to make some precaution- 
ary substitutions because we've still 
got quite a few players out injured 
and we will need the depth in our 
squad. 

“Credit to Brisbane Wolves 
though, I thought they competed 
very well and the difference was our 
ability to finish our chances,” he 
said, 

Rochedale Rovers’ up-and-down 
season took a tum for the better when 
they comprehensively dismantled 
Brisbane City at Spencer Park. 

Alex Panic began the scoring in 
the 24th minute when a comer from 
the right-hand side floated over the 
defence and fell invitingly to Panic 
who managed to control and shoot in 
one movement before watching the 
ball cannon into the net via the near 
post. 

Four minutes later it was 2-nil. 

Greg Thomas found space on the 
left and his cross landed at the feet of 
the surprised Panic who just made 
enough contact on the ball to force it 
over the line. 

City pulled one back on 38 min- 
utes when Rovers defender Tony 
Pearcey was caught out by a long 
ball which allowed Chris DiSipio to 
steal in and he finished coolly past 
Rovers keeper David Chambers, 

Close to the hour mark Greg 
‘Thomas fired Rovers 3-1 ahead when 
he unleashed a stinging drive that 
flew into the net from the edge of the 
box. 

Five minutes later Panic complet- 
ed his hat-trick with a.close range 
header into an unguarded goal and 
the former Palm Beach striker netted 
his fourth, and Rochedale’s fifth, on 
73 minutes when he collected a 
through ball and calmly rounded 
Nardozza. 

In the closing stages Panic 
notched his fifth goal of the game to 
round off an outstanding personal 
performance and co-striker Nick 
Maas completed the rout four min- 
utes from time by adding the sev- 
enth, 


PREMIER LEAGUE RND 6 PREVIEW 


from the last nine. 


Mitchelton have been finding the back of the net 
regularly and their strikers Etienne Mermer, Jason 
Poggi and Richard Iwai have proved a real handful 


in recent weeks for defences. 


Taringa Coach Alan Waller knows the young- 
sters in his side have the ability and will look to his 
experienced players such as Daniel Dreger, 
Andrew Imrie, Reza Aysen and Alex Davani to 


help get the impetus going again. 


TARINGA VS MITCHELTON 
Maz travel to Jack Speare Park after 

winning three consecutive matches while 
Taringa Rovers have only picked up one point 


for their endeavours. 


Palm Beach have even had recent injury con- 
cems but have still etched out some excellent 
results to take them to the top spot. 

Daniel Fung and Russell Miner are always dan- 
gerous and will be looking to show their class to 


their home supporters. 


PALM BEACH VS PINE RIVERS 
match of the round is at Palm Beach where 
the undefeated home side entertains Pine 
Rivers who lost their unbeaten record last weekend 
ina titanic struggle with Souths. 
‘The Rivers side have met all the top sides over 
recent week and have not got the results to show 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Toowoomba Raiders 1 Taringa Rovers 0 
Eastern Suburbs Q Mitchelton 2 
Pine Rivers 2 Souths United 3 
Uni of Qld 0 Brisbane Strikers 1 
Brisbane City 4 Rochedale Rovers 7 
Brisbane Wolves 0 Palm Beach 4 

PWOL F A Pts 
Palm Beach 55 00 201 15 
Souths United S500 1995 45: 
Brisbane Strikers Bes CH? Hite w ees 
Pine Rivers Ses ete 127 540 
Mitchelton, SoU 2) 1268 9 
Toowoomba Dagmar Oeil { 1g: 
Taringa Rovers She a elee Na hall| 7 
Rochedale Rovers 5 2.03 1510 6 
Easter Suburbs Opole tear 720 
Brisbane Wolves Sy SOO} oee ge 16" °O, 
Uni of Qld 5 ? 05 4 0 
Brisbane City 5 05 0 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESERVES 


Toowoomba Raiders 2 Taringa Rovers 2 
Eastem Suburbs 4 Mitchelton 0 
Pine Rivers 2 Souths United 2 
Uni of Qid 4 Brisbane Strikers 1 
Brisbane City 0 Rochedale Rovers 4 
Brisbane Wolves 0 Palm Beach 5 


Western Spirit 1 Brisbane Olympic 4 
Mt Gravatt 5 Albany Creek 1 
Rediands 1 Ipswich Knights 1 
Rocklea 1 Capalaba 6 
The Gap 1 Beenleigh 4 
Ipswich City 4 Peninsula Power 4 


Oxley United 1 Acacia Ridge 5 
Moggill 2 Brisbane Force 2 
Grange Thistle 4 Slacks Creek 1 
Southside Eagles | 0 Newmarket 1 
North Pine 4 Bethania 3 


Annerley v Samford Rangers (postponed) 


DIVISION Lei RESERVES 


Oxley United Acacia Ridge 5 
Moggill ; Brisbane Force 5 
Grange Thistle 5 Slacks Creek 4 
Southside Eagles 0 Newmarket 0 
North Pine 4 Bethania 4 
Annerley v Samford Rangers (postponed) 


PREMIER YOUTH 


Mitchelton 0 Brishane City 2 
Taringa Rovers 4 Brisbane Wolves 5 
2 
2 


Pine Rivers 1 Palm Beach 
Souths United 2 Rochedale Rovers 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH 


Brisbane Olympic 4 Redlands 
Toowoomba 41 Eastern Suburbs ; 
Brisbane Force 3 Mt Gravatt 1 

Peninsula Power v Un! of Qld (match postponed) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


STRIKERS VS EASTERN SUBURBS 
Base Strikers will welcome the return to 
Perry Park after having a tough and close 
match against Uni of Qld, 
Strikers may be without their influential mid- 
fielder Jamie Lowndes: and will find his absence 
hard to cover given his excellent form to date. 


Eastern Suburbs have been very inconsistent so 


far and will need to show much more composure: 
on the ball to worry sides at this level 

Paul Brownlie returns to play against his former 
side and his battle with Adam Webber will be vital. 
‘The Easts defence have conceded more goals than 


any other team in the competition. 
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Alan Clark 


een Gully Cavaliers 
Ge South 
Melbourne with a 

Nick Lazarevski goal on the 
hour at Green Gully Reserve 
on Sunday evening to 
leapfrog South and take top 
spot in the Premier League. 

Lazarevski's shot squirmed 
under South goalkeeper Dean 
Anastasiadis after he'd made a 
storming run up the right in a 
game full of storming runs, 
even if a bit short in goals, 

Cayaliers' coach Tan Dobson 
‘was delighted with the victory. 

"T thought we were the bet- 
ter side, especially in the first 
half,” he said after the game. 

"South is a good team, so 
Tm pleased to get the win.” 

South | coach John 
‘Anastasiadis was disappointed 
at the loss, but pleased with his 
season so far. 


every ninth game one-nil, Td 
be very happy," he said, 

These two teams have 
already created a significant 
margin from the chasing pack. 

Collectively, the leading 
pair had dropped only nine of 
the 48 possible points on offer, 
and although neither had set 
scoring records in the league, 
their water tight defences had 
provided the foundations for 
their healthy early season form. 

As would be expected from 
teams sporting such defensive 
solidity, there were few 
chances of note created in the 
early stages. 

Just before the midpoint of 
the first half, Green Gully 
should have taken the lead. A 
well-hit pass on the greasy sur- 
face from Lubo Lapsansky 
making ground quickly up the 
Jeft caught out the South back- 
line and fell handily to Andy 
Vargas facing only Dean 


"If we were to lose our  Anastasiadis. 
‘Anastasiadis, wearing the 


P 
Green Gully 971 

South Melboume 96219 20 
Frankston Pines 95 0 4 15 11 15 
Fawkner-Whittlesea, 9414 141 13 
Heidelberg United 9342 1 013 
Sunshine Georgies 94 1 4 14 14:13 
Oakleigh Cannons 93 3 3 14 10 12 
Altona Magic 93 3 3 13 12 12 
Melboume Knights §3 3 3 1 fi 12 
Essendon Royals TIS. ToS: Tee: 
Bulleen Zebras. 9153 6 8 8B 
Preston Lions 915 3 114-8 
St. Albans Saints 8206 3 126 
Bentleigh Greens 8 1 1 6. 5 184 
Sunshine Georgies 


Frankston Pines 


Altona Magic 
Oakleigh Cannons 


Melbourne Knights . . 
_ Bulleen Zebras 


Preston Lions . . 
Heidelberg Utd . 


Fawkner-Whitlesea . 
St. Albans Saints _ _. 


South Melboume . 
Green Gully 


Essendon Royals vs Bentleigh Greens — 
Result not known at time of publication 
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captain's armband in the 
absence of the suspended 
‘Vaughan Coveny, was quickly 
out to smother as Vargas pre- 
pared to shoot, and the cover- 
ing South defence was able to 
scramble the ball clear. 

Cavaliers hit the poston the 
half-hour with Anastasiadis 
well-beaten by a quick move 
inside the penalty-area. 

Jeffrey Fleming made a 
sharp pass to Tsaltsas who 
surely thought be must have 
scored until the post inter- 
vened., 

Green Gully's approach play 
looked the more dangerous 
with Lapsansky setting up the 
speedy Tsaltsas on a number of 
occasions, which pulled South 
central defender Arthur 
‘Tsirtsakis. wide to cover, and 
allowed Gully to set up a series 
of promising crosses. 

South's opportunities. were 
mostly taken as long-range 
shots, Jesse Krncevic launched 


ab 


Green Gully coach 
Jan Dobson. 
minutes in, requiring sharp 
reflexes from Cavaliers’ goal- 
keeper Pasi Schwalger to save. 
Billy Natsioulas also had a 


‘The ball was part-cleared 
towards his position on the 
right from where his volley 
was headed towards the top 
comer of the net before being 
deflected away for a comer. 


But it wasn't until well into 
the second period that South 
had sustained use of the ball, 

As the. first half ended, the 
game had fallen into a pattem 
where each side sought to 
move the ball quickly into its 
‘forward line on the break. 

"We knew South is very 
‘good at getting players back to 
defend,” said Dobson. 

"So our plan was to hit the 
ball quickly forward." It 
required high energy from the 
players, especially considering 
the warm and humid condi- 
tions, only marginally modi- 
fied by a drizzle-bearing 
change at kick-off time. 
Something, you felt, had to 
give in the second half. 

Cavaliers was forced to 
make a change in the early 
moments after the interval. 

Tsaltas, who had tormented 
the South defence with his 
speed in the first-half, picked 
up a knock and was replaced 


Within a couple of minutes 
of his arrival, Lazarevski had 
opened the scoring, putting a 
ball under Anastasiadis at the 
near post as he sped by Roma 
Tavsancioglu up the right after 
being sent on his way by Andy 


‘Vargas. 

"It was a forced change,” 
said Dobson. 

"But it was one I'd planned 
on making anyway." 

In between Lazarevski's 
introduction and his goal, 
‘South's claims for a penalty for 
handball were waved away by 
referee Perry Mur. 

Mur also tumed down a 
Cavaliers’ penalty claim seven- 
ty minutes in when Lazareyski 
hit the ground with Tsonis 
close marking. Lapsansky's 
continued protests resulted in 
his being cautioned. 

"T thought both were penal- 
ties," said Dobson. "But the 
referee calls them, and I guess 
things evened themselves out 


Victorian Premier League 
Gully victors in battle at the top 


Anastasiadis was certain the 
South claim was valid but said 
he was too far away to make 
comment on the Cavaliers’ 
claim. 

He too however, was happy 
to leave the decisions to Mur, 

With fifteen minutes 
remaining, Anastasiadis 
swapped defender Arthur 
Tsirtsakis for reinforcements 
up front, 

Peter Koutsoupias came on 
to make a three-man attack as 
South chased the goal that 
would bring it back into the 
contest, 

Despite some sustained 
pressure, Cavaliers’ defence 
held firm and had some oppor- 
tunities of its own to break. 

Fernando Moraes, South's 
much-awaited Brazilian 
import, had a subdued debut in 
a left-side midfield role. 

"He's a quality player,” said 
Anastasiadis. "It'll take about 
three or four games to see him 


one.on the turn twenty-five 


Preston Lions 1 
Heidelberg United 2 
A his ‘of Australian soccer’s fiercest 
rivals met on Sunday and it was 
Heidelberg who went away with 
bragging rights for the next couple of 
months after their 2-1 victory. 

For much of the first half 
Heidelberg were on top, and took a 20 
minute lead through a sensational 30 
metre goal from midfielder Bric 
Vassiliadis. 

Preston for their part seemed to be 
down in confidence, which only 
increased as their attacking moves 
came to nothing. 

However just before half-time Ray 
Sekulovski- provided the inspiration 
the Lions needed with a run down the 
sideline and cross into the box. 

Preston striker John Sapazovski 
rose highest to head the ball home. 

‘The second half was a mare even 
affair, until the game’s turning point 
in the 75th minute when Preston 
defender Peco Dimoyski was judged 
to have played the man not the ball in 
a tackle on Joe Tricarico bearing 
down on goal. 

Preston looked like they might 
hang on for a draw but in the dying 
minutes Heidelberg midfielder Bill 
Damianos jinked his way past one 
defender in the box and was up-ended 
by a second to eam a penalty, 

Eric Vassiliadis held his nerve in 
the face of several hundred baying 
Preston fans behind the goal to calm- 
ly slot the penalty home. 


Sunshine George Cross 2 
Frankston Pines 3 


Es continued their solid 
away form by winning their third 


trip on the road this season with a 3-2 
victory at Sunshine afternoon. 
Sunshine were missing some key 
defenders through suspension and 
injury, and the Pines took advantage 


by Lazarevski, 


in the end.” 


settle.” 


to rush to a two-nil lead after just 25 
minutes. 

‘With their vocal crowd behind 
them the Georgies fought back 
strongly after the break through goals 
from Dusko Delic and Tony Neceski, 
only to fall behind again and record a 
second consecutive loss, 

Scorers for Frankston were 
Cameron Leopold, Matt Durand and 
Mirza Pedic. 


Melbourne Knights 0 
Bulleen Zebras 0 
m a game of few chances, 
‘lbourne Knights and Bulleen 
finished nil-all in a match that failed 
to rise to any great heights. 

Although Bulleen’s depleted for- 
ward line may be struggling to find 
the back of the net this season, last 
year’s champions can still boast one 
of the meanest defences in the league 
and the Knights found it hard going 
trying to break it down, although they 
managed to hit the woodwork on two 
‘occasions, 


Altona Magic 2 
Oakleigh Cannons 1 
lona collected a valuable three 

ints at Oakleigh,s expense at 
Paisley Reserve. 

Both teams have frustrated their 
supporters with their inconsistency 
this season, but put on an entertaining 
display of attacking football with 
plenty of goal-scoring chances falling 
for both teams. 

Altona opened the scoring from a 
comer when an unmarked Kole Delev 
headed home. 

Oakleigh midfielder George 
Goutzioulis brought the Cannons: 
back on level terms after the break 
when he scored from a Nick Tolios 
cross. 

But with 15 minutes remaining 
Cameron Pino left two defenders in 


Heidelberg United’s Bill Damlanos earned his side a match 


winning penalty against Preston. 


his wake and scored what proved to 
be the winner for the home side. 


Fawkner-Whittlesea 2 
‘St Albans 0 
ner survived a few scares 
from a brave St Albans team to 
grind out a 2-nil home victory. 
St Albans created the best chances 
in the first half, but as is often the case 


with struggling teams, luck seems to 
have deserted them, and they went 
into the break down one-nil as a result 
of a cruel own goal. 

St Albans continued to press for an 
equaliser in the second half, but were 
caught out on the counter-attack with 
Fawkner striker Mark Tsiorlas settling 
the result. 


By Greg Stock 


dispute with the club's commit- 

tee over player selection has 

parked the shock resignation of 
Bonnyrigg Whites Eagles coach John 
‘Turner. 

Turner quit soon after guiding the 
Eagles to a 2-1 victory over Rockdale City 
Suns on Saturday night. Having led his 
team back into top spot on the NSW 
Premier League competition table, Turner 
tendered his resignation effective immedi- 
ately and will leave football to pursue 
business interests. 

"I've never been a puppet for anyone 
and I am not about to start now,” said 
Tumer. "If the club committee want to 
dabble in player selection, then they can 
find a new coach because I won't stand for 
it.” 

‘Taking up the reins at Bonnyrigg will be 
former Socceroo Milan Blagojevic assist- 
ed by Nick Bilbija. 

After Saturday night's win, Tumer’s 
coaching career has come full circle. 
Starting off as assistant coach at St. 
George to Frank Arok in the early 1980s, 
‘Turner was a regular at St. George 
Stadium. Fittingly he coached his last 
match at his old stomping ground. 

"I decided prior to the Rockdale game 
that this would be my last match," Tamer 
said, “I have had some wonderful times at 
the club and I was very excited about play- 
ing in another final series, but it was not to 
be. I feel genuinely sorry to have to do this 
to the players and I do hope they can con- 
tinue in the same vein and go all the way." 

Also leaving the White Eagles is 
Turmer's long standing assistant coach 
John Calleja. "The club is sorry to see both 
John Tumer and John Calleja leave us,” 
said White Eagles spokesman George 
Mandic, "John (Tumer) is a great coach 
and we are sorry he isn't able to see out the 
season, but we understand his reasons and 
we wish him every success in the future.” 

Sydney Olympic coach Michael 
Unukalo has endorsed Blagojevic as the 
obvious choice for the White Eagles, 
ahead of the final five weeks of the second 
phase of the Premier League competition, 
"Milan is the best player Bonnyrigg has 
ever produced and I know he will do an 
excellent job as coach,” said Urukalo. "His 
intemational experience as a player and his 
professionalism will see him make a suc- 
cessful leap into coaching," 


PARRAMATTA LOSE 
STAR STRIKER 


Parramatta Eagles woes continue with 
news that star striker Steve Karavatakis 
has been ruled out for the rest of the season 
with a tom calf muscle. Having scored 


SOCCER NSW 


ABSW (@) 


LIF TOUT 


“| WON’T STAND FOR IT” 


Blagojevic replaces irate Turner 


three goals in four games since rejoining 
the club from Sydney Crescent Star, 
Karavatakis injured himself at training last 
week and compounded the problem when 
he suffered minor chemical bums at work 
the following day. 


BARRETT HEADS TO 


MALTA 

Former Rockdale City Suns goalkeeper 
Joshua Barrett is set to quit Australia and 
chase his footballing dreams in Europe. 
Barrett will leave Australia in a fortnight 
for training with the Malta Under-21 
national side, ahead of the European 
Under-21 championship matches against 
Sweden and Iceland. Barrett qualifies for 
Maltese citizenship by virtue of his par- 
ents. 


PARRAMATTA 
STADIUM TO HOST 
NSW PREMIER 
LEAGUE MATCH 


Parramatta Stadium, one of Sydney's 
top football arenas, will host a NSW 
Premier League fixture between 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles and Sydney 
United, 

‘The Championship Group match will 
kick off at 2 pm on Saturday 30 April, with 
the Grade 20 match starting at 12 noon. 

‘The match was relocated to the neutral 
venue following a decision of the Soccer 
NSW Board on 16 March. The decision 
was taken in the aftermath of crowd dis- 
furbances at the Sydney United Sports 
Centre on Sunday 13 March. 

A series of meetings involving Soccer 
NSW, NSW Police, Parramatta Stadium 
and stadium service providers have 
finalised the following matchday arrange- 
ments, 

Separate terraces within Parramatta 
Stadium will be allocated to the two sets of 
s cS 
Sydney United supporters will be allo- 
cated the easter grandstand terrace 

* Bonnyrigg White Eagles supporters 
will be allocated the westem grandstand 
terrace 

« Tickets will be available for purchase 
on the matchday 

* Pre-sales through Ticketek will be 
available 

"Parramatta Stadium is a first-class 
venue that will provide. comfort and mod- 
em amenities to spectators,” said the 
Soccer NSW CEO, Mr Robert Waddell. 
"The stadium has a very good pitch sur- 
face and professional surroundings for the 
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"I've never been a puppet for anyone 


and | am not about to start now," 
outgoing Bonnyrigg coach John Turner. 


players and coaches, which is so impor- 
tant. This is about elite sport, after all. 

"We want spectators to have an enjoy- 
able afternoon at the soccer. Every mea- 
sure we have taken is working towards that 
aim. 

"The NSW Police have contingency 
plans for an adequate response to any inci- 
dents, and have issued a warming that any 
inappropriate behaviour will leave patrons 
liable for ejection from the venue." 

Soccer NSW will release more details 
on matchday arrangements closer to the 
event, 


SOCCER BOOM 
WORSENS 
GROUNDS CRISIS 


An increase in registered player num- 
bers for season 2005 has worsened the 
acute shortage of training and playing 
grounds for soccer on Sydney's North 
Shore. 


The Ku-ring-gai & District Soccer 
Association has released figures indicating 
player registration growth of 18 per cent, 
sending total player numbers to over 
14,000. 

‘The 2005 increase equates to 58 new 
teams joining the KDSA, which spans 
from the Harbor Bridge to the 
Hawkesbury River. 

"Before the season even started, we 
were facing a crisis to find enough grounds 
for matches and in particular flood-lit 
grounds for training,” said the KDSA 
General Manager, Gary Foster. 

“This surge in registrations has made 
the situation critical. It's time for local gov- 
emment to put this issue on top of the 
sporting agenda. We don't want to tum 
people away if they want to play soccer. 

"This is a real crisis that affects our 
‘operations on a daily basis." 

‘The growth in numbers has occurred 
across the game — juniors, men, women 
and over 35s. 


-~MNSIDE...- 
© NSW Premier League News ........005 
@ Premier League Results, Tables & Stats . 
@ NSW Premier League Reports .. 
@ Continental Tyres Cup Review.......- 
@ Premier, State and Youth Results and Tables . 
@ Mens Winter 


Super League 
@ Womens Super League and Special Female Feature . 
Photographs used In these pages are the copyright of SOCCER NSW 
To purchase any photos, please email info@soccernsw.com.au 


WINTER 

SUPER LEAGUE 

HEADLINES 
@Wonder goal rescues 
league leader 
@Late goal lifts FC 
Bossy Liverpool level 
with Dragons 


@Hajduk win from two 
goals down 1 


@First win for reigning 
champ 


@ Journeyman sparks 
Hurstville ZSC 
~ TURN TO PAGE 15 FOR 
MORE DETAILS 
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CHAMPIONSHIP 
GROUP 


BLACKTOWN 4 
BANKSTOWN .. 5 
Bankstown City have staged one of 
the biggest comebacks in Premier 
League history, tuning a 3-1 halftime 
deficit into a 5-4 win over Premiers 
Blacktown City. The dramatic comeback 
was spearheaded by Daniel Severino 
who nailed a hat-trick to take the Lions to 
equal first in the Championship group. 


SYDNEY UNITED od 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC . 2 


‘Sydney United have slipped back to 
fourth after posting a 2-1 loss to a resur- 
gent Sydney Olympic. United were out- 
foxed by their old National League 
sparring partners after levelling the 
scores with just 15 minutes to play. It 
was the brilliant Greg Owens, who 
bobbed up with the winner for Olympic, 
who are now within striking distance of 
the top four. 


APILA- LEICHHARDT . =.0 
ST GEORGE .... ol, 

After a bureaucratic oversight ground- 
ed him last weekend, Solomon Islands 
striker Commins Menapi finally played 
his first league game in Saints colours 
masterminding their 1-0 win over 
AP.LA. Leichhardt Tigers. Menapi 
proved his undoubted class by setting up 
midfielder Ante Deur for an 88th minute 


Manly’s Michael Williams (left) vies with Parramatta captain 
Ben Delicata. See match report on page 11 


ROCKDALE ., A 
BONNYRIGG 2 

Bonnyrigg regained top spot on the 
competition table, but have emotionally 
parted ways with coach John Turner. The 
White Eagles 2-1 win over Rockdale was 
Tumer’s last in charge of the club, as a 
player selection dispute became the cata- 
lyst for his shock resignation. 


CHALLENGER 
GROUP 


Bl 
CENTRAL COAST . 2 
Penrith Nepean United have been 
plunged back into the relegation zone 
with a 2-1 loss to Central Coast. 
Coach Tony Rassmusser was down to 
a bare eleven with injuries and suspen- 
sions decimating his squad, and then 
watched in horror as his side’s early 1-0 
lead was whittled away in a physical sec- 
ond half. 


0 

Boos +5 

Manly United FC. dished out a 5-0 
hiding to the Parramatta Eagles to move 


out of the relegation zone and reignite 
their troubled season. Former Northem 
Spirit midfielder Brad Groves was the 
star of the show, landing a 35-yard 
screamer that had fans of both persua- 
sions on their feet. 


WOLLONGONG ca 
BLUEDEVILS . 2 

Blue Devils coach Chris Tanzey 
lashed out at his players poor defence in 
the wake of his side’s 3-2 loss to the 
Wollongong Wolves. 

“We defended like children,” said 
‘Tanzey as he watched his side concede 
some cheap goals to the Wolves, who 
have joined Marconi in the lead of the 
race for the ‘wild card’ spot. 


SYDNEY CRESCENT STAR .....0 

‘Marconi posted their third straight win 
to move to the top of the Challenger 
Group, defeating wooden spooners 
Sydaey Crescent Star 1-0. 

Crescent Star really gave the Stallions 
a tough time, but it was a seventh minute 
goal from Adam D’Apuzzo that ulti- 
mately separated the two sides. 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 


FIXTURES 


Round 18 — Sunday 17th April 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Sydney United 
Blacktown City Demons 
Rockdale City Suns 


‘St George Saints 
Bankstown City Lions 
A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Sydney Olympic 


Marconi Stallions 

Blue Devils 

Sunday 17th April 
Parramatta Eagles 
Sydney Crescent Star 


Wollongong Wolves 
Manly United FC 


CHALLENGER GROUP 
Round 18 — Saturday 16th April 
Central Coast United 
Penrith Nepean United 


St George Stadium 
Jensen Park 
Lambert Park 

Oki Jubilee Stadium 


Marconi Stadium 
Belconnen Soccer Centre 


Melita Stadium. 
Lidcombe Oval 


= 


CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 


ROUND 17: FIRST GRADE: Blacktown City Demons 4 (D Falcon 
8m N Imaya 27m T Faria 35m D Foxe 52m) Bankstown City Lions 5 (D 
Severino 32/68/72m Z Babic 48m M Hoenselaars 59m), Rockdale City Suns 
1(S Baillie 29m) Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (M Hawrysiuk 6/30m), Sydney 
United 1 (L Glavas 75m) Sydney Olympic 2 (T Elrich 46m G Owens 81m), 
API.A.Leichhardt Tigers 0 St George Saints 1 (A Deur 88m). 

GRADE 20: Blacktown City Demons 2 (S Sarshar 52/56m) Bankstown 
City Lions 1 (S Swamy 34m), Rockdale City Suns 0 Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 2 (M Mayora 40m C Camilleri 77m), Sydney United 1 (S Tresoglavic 
39m) Sydney Olympic 1 (W Hijazi 45m), APIA-Leichhardt Tigers 1 (M 
Bonus 63m) St George Saints 0. 


CHALLENGER GROUP 


ROUND 17: FIRST GRADE: Penrith Nepean United 1 (D Hinton 
2m) Central Coast United 2 (M Prentice 38m P Haynes 79m), Marconi 
Stallions 1 (A D’Apuzzo 7m) Sydney Crescent Star 0, Parramatta Eagles 
0 Manly United FC 5 (J Hutchinson $ Berry B Groves A Mailer J Monie), 
Wollongong Wolves 3 (S McGirr 20/75m A Hughes 54m) Blue Devils 2 (A 
Castro R Cattanach 69m). 

GRADE 20: Penrith Nepean United 4 (K Van-Arkkels 1m L Infanti 
46m M Long 86m T Harrington 89m) Central Coast United 0, Marconi 
Stallions 10 (S McKenzie x 1 P Dauniseka x 2 E Anabalon x 1 D Miller x 3 
R Reyes x 1 T Buyukkopru x 2) Sydney Crescent Star 1 (E Ala x 1), 
Parramatta Eagles 2 Manly United FC 0, Wollongong Wolves 5 (J Lando 
10/32m D Boscoscuro 44m D Miladinski 71m P Cappuccio 77m) Blue Devils 
0. 


TOP GOALSCORERS 


Adam Kwasnik (BCD) 
Robbie Cattanach (BD), 

Nick Bosevski (RCS), 

Shane McGirr (WW), 

Peter Haynes (CCU), 

Daniel Severino (BCL), 
Tallan Martin (BWE), 

Pablo Cardozo (SU) 

Labinot Haliti (SU), 

Tony Faria (BCD) 


1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
2 Bankstown City Lions 

3 Blacktown City Demons 

4 Sydney United 

5 Sydney Olympic 

6 St George Saints 

7 APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
8 Rockdale City Suns 


ARAwBANBwD 
BRRNSRSSA 


CHALLENGER 
GROUP 


Ww 
5 
6 
5 
4 
5 
5 
4 
1 


1 Marconi Stallions 

2 Wollongong Wolves 

3 Blue Devils 

4 Manly United FC. 

5 Central Coast United 

6 Parramatta Eagles 

7 Penrith Nepean United 

8 Sydney Crescent Star 21 
Sydney Crescent Star adjusted -2 points 
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AWAY DAY JOY AT 
LAST FOR MANLY 


By Paul Goodwin 


‘anly United notched its 
first away win of the sea- 
in style with a 5-0 


drubbing of a very disappointing 
Parramatta Eagles at Melita 
Stadium last Sunday. 

Until the ice was broken in the 28th 
minute, the home side had looked 
comfortably in control of a game that 
was crucial to both teams, but which 
slipped from their grasp very quickly 
once they had fallen behind. 

The win helps keep Manly away 
from the danger zone, for one more 
week, but has plunged the Eagles into 
another desperate fight for survival 
for the rest of the season. 

While it was Manly’s first away 
win of the campaign, they haven’t 
been beaten on the road in league 
combat since last December, having 
drawn their previous five away 


The Eagles began the game without 
the injured Steve Karavatakis, out for 
at least a couple of games, with a calf 
injury. 

Parramatta had much of the early 
part of play and forced some impor- 
tant saves from members of the 


Parramatta’s Richie Cardozo (middle) Is the meat in a sandwich of Manly opponents 


Manly defence. 

Manly keeper, Brad Swancott, had 
to use his legs to save at his near post 
from Nathan Rivera in the fifth 
minute. In the 22nd, a fine goal- 
bound header from Angelo Petratos 
had to be cleared off the Manly line 
by Michael Williams. 

Richie Cardozo burst through, in 
the 25th minute, only to drive just 
wide of the left post. 

Manly had barely mounted an 
attack. but Stewart Van Bentum’s 
shot, on a rare sortie up-field, was 
blocked and the visitors won a corner 
on the right. 

John Hutchinson lifted the ball 
cleverly into the goalmouth and under 
immense pressure, Parramatta 
defender Nicholas McInemey could 
not avoid touching the ball over the 
line, though everyone stationed there 
tried to hook it clear. 

The ball had barely crossed the line 
before being cleared by the defence, 
but acting on the advice of assistant 
referee, Nik Radic, Alex Spiroski was 
able to award the goal. 

After that Manly did everything 
right and the Eagles did everything 
wrong, or so it seemed. 

Passes went astray and heads began 


to drop, though the home team still 
enjoyed a decent share of the ball but 
had no luck near goal. 

Either that, or the Manly defensive 
tactics were spot on and it was to 
prove impossible for the Eagles to 
crack a solid wall of men. 

As they mounted more and more 
attacks to chase the game, time and 
again Manly capitalised and caught 
them on the break. 

Ben Gough tried hard for the 
Eagles, as did Cardozo, but the shots 
they managed mostly sprayed wide of 
the target. 

Manly picked up a second goal in 
the 52nd minute. 

Andrew Mailer chased a ball down 
into the right of the box and got to it 
before it went out for a goal kick. 

His cross was perfectly weighted 
for Steve Berry to reach at the far post 
and bundle over the line. 

Cardozo and Eagles’ skipper Ben 
Delicata combined well in the 57th 


@ Parramatta Eagles 
“3° Manly United FC 


Action from last Sunday's clash at Melita Stadium where Manly'scoréd 
a crushing 5-0 win over Parramatta 


minute, but the Jatter’s fierce shot was 
blocked and another Parramatta 
opportunity evaporated. 

When the unfortunate Peter Munsie 
was just slightly off his line, in the 
lst minute, Brad Groves used his 
long range kicking skills to good 
effect by blasting a 35 yard shot into 
the roof of the net. 


LOCAL-VOCALTRIBAL 


In the 76th minute, Hutchinson was 
able to spring the offside trap, thanks 
to a through pass from James Monie. 

He went around the keeper before 
laying on a square pass for Mailer to 
add his side’s fourth. 

Monie added a fifth, in the 89th 
minute, after getting a good ball over 
the top of the defence from Mailer. 
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By Greg Stock 


lacktown City coach Brian 
Be lashed out at his side’s 

Poor second half performance in 
the wake of their astonishing 5-4 loss to 
Bankstown City Lions last Saturday 
night, when Daniel Severino scored a 
hat trick in the visitors extraordinary 
revival. 

Brown didn’t pull any punches during 
his post match interview, pointing the fin- 
ger fairly and squarely at his defenders 
and goalkeeper as they squandered a 3-1 
half-time lead to fall from top spot on the 
competition ladder. 

“To say Lam terribly disappointed with 
the way we played in the second half is 
an understatement,” said Brown. “In 
some players minds we had the game 


WHO'S HOT: Down 3-1 at haif- 
time you could have excused the Lions 
coaching staff of Peter Tsekenis: and 
Peter Papoythis for throwing their hands 
in the air and walking away in disgust, 
Bat instead of reading the rint act to 
their players, they sat down: and mapped 
out 2 plan to get themselves back into 
the game. Chock full of confidence, the 
Bankstown forwards were in @ class 
above and showed they are still force 
this season. 


WHO'S NOT; Blacktown City’s 
back four were at times dreadful. Couch 


high scoring thriller at Fairfax Community Stadium 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE ACTION 


S| 


BROWN BLASTS BLACKTOWN 
AS SEVERINO STARS 


sewn up at half-time and we succeeded in 
gifting Bankstown three points, We were 
termibly naive and that’s frustrating.” 

Even with Golden Boot winner Adam 
Kwasnik nursing a groin strain in the 
grandstand, the Premiers had no trouble 
finding the back of the net, looking a win- 
ner at half-time. Dakilla Falcon, Naoki 
Imaya and Tony Faria all netted strikes, 
as Bankstown became spectators for a 
greater portion of the half, despite 
Severino replying with the lone Lions 
goal against the run of play. 

But in one of the most dramatic turn- 
arounds seen in the Premier League for 
many years, a half-time address from 
coaching duo Peter Tsekenis and Peter 
Papoythis stirred the spirit of the Lions, 
who by the game’s end had their army of 
loyal fans cheering and dancing in the 


Brian Brown described theit meek 
<apitulation as “disappointing”, bat ane 
‘would have: case to mount in saying 
the premiers form was more like “dis- 
turing” 


X-FACTOR: [t's been years since 
We have seen a dead ball speciilist to 
mutch the likes of the great Zlatko 
Nasteyski and Con Boutsianis, but in 
Daniel Severino we have a star that is 
rising quickly to that same level. Two of 
his. three goals on the weekend were 
sheer class und he is definitely one ta 
keep an eye on come final series time. 


Bobby ‘Yellow Cards: Webb (bc!) 8’ Mileski (ocl) 47° 

Stophen Kayes jason Connolly 73), Joshua Maguire (bed) 58° Kayes (bcd) 63° 

Maguire, Naoki imaya, Tony Faria — Dakilla. Hoensetaars (bol) 74’ Trpkoski (bel) 80° 
wn opponent during Falcon, Luke Roodenburg, Rasta (bod) 63° 


x Blacktown City Demons 
&9 Bankstown City Lions 


“We didn’t say too much at the break, 
just told the boys to concentrate on clos- 
ing down the space and pressing 
Blacktown in their half,” said Tsekenis. 

“Talways knew we had it in us to score 
goals, it was just a question of showing 
some ticker and we did.” 

Assisted by some poor defending from 
the Demons, the Lions second half was 
simply electrifying. With midfielders 
Robert Mileski and Steve Liavas given 
space to roam and create, the momentum 
of the match swung to the visitors. After 
Sean Babic’s individual goal was can- 
celled out by a Damien Foxe strike, Mare 
Hoenselaars put away a defi header on 59 
minutes, setting the stage for Severino to 
make the game his own, Twice in four 
minutes he stepped up to steer free kicks 
into the net, leaving goalkeeper John 
Crawley stranded and Brown fuming. 

“Part of my pre-game address focused 
on Severino,” said Brown. “We were well 
aware of how dangerous heis around the 
box and we spoke about not giving away 
any free kicks in that area. We gave them 
three free kicks for stupid mistakes and 
that’s exactly how they scored.” 


+3 


Daniel Severino 


BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS ....4 BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS 
(D Falcon 8, N imaya 27, T Faria 35, is 
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By Paul Goodwin, 
(Additional reporting from 
Peter Rowney and 


Mehmet Yagci) 


ivision three minnows Roosters 
IFC defied the odds by earning a 
second Super League scalp and 
marching into the Continental Tyres Cup 
quarter finals with 2 3-1 win over last sea- 
son's Grand Final winner Stanmore 


600 wildly excited sup- 
porters at Garside Park, Stanmore had no 
answer to the Roosters’ speed, skill and 
determination as they pulled off another 
huge upset following their 2-0) third round 
conquest of Hurstville City Minotaurs 

the first tear qut- 
side the Super League to progress to the last 
eight, where they will face APIA- 
Leichhardt. They have accomplished their 
deeds of destruction without once setting 
foot in their own home ground of Knight 
Park, their wins so far coming at Gymes, 
Lidcombe Oval, twice and Garside Park. 

After conceding a goal in the 17th 
minute, The Roosters lifled their tempo and 
attacked the Stanmore goal with the irre- 
sistible force of a tidal wave. 

It was only a minute before half time that 
the Roosters finally broke the stubbom 
defence of the Hawks and drew le 
through Hakan Sevg 

The equaliser came after a great cross by 
Roosters’ wonder kid, Marco. 


@nfinenfal ~ 


The second half began the way the first 
had ended. After a great cross from Gokhan 
Erdoganli, the ball was put away by Jay. 

It was only the 50th minute, but from 
then on the Roosters were simply too good 
though they missed some great opportuni- 
ties to put Stanmore away long before the 
end. 

Tt wasn't until the 74th minute that the 
Roosters finally laid the Stanmore threat to 
rest through the brillitince of Jay. He was 
given a fantastic through ball from Marco 
and casily beat the keeper. 

The Roosters missed further opportuni- 
ties to score. Their conviction, will and abil- 
ity could yet take them all the way. 

‘They have the ability to upset any team 
‘on any given day with the experience of 
Sevgin and Ozay Uluc, the brilliance of 
wonder brothers, Marco and Goran and the 
tactical superiority of coach Saim Turan. 

In Canberra, Fraser Park almost pulled 
off another upset, holding the Blue Devils to 
0-0 and then fighting back from 1-0 down in 
extra time to jew and force the game 
into penalties. Sadly for Ian Gillan’s travel- 
ling team, who arrived with seven regulars 
missing due to work commitments, the 
locals prevailed 4-3 from the spot kicks to 
advance to the quarter finals 

Sydney Olympic will be the opponents 
for the Blue Devils after surviving another 
giant-killing attempt by the Inter Lions, who 
fought back from 3-1 down to force the 
game into extra time at 3-3, only to lose 7-4 
at the finish. 


res - Engineered in Germany. 


It was an exciting and enjoyable game at 
the Sydney Athletics Centre in Homebush, 
with Greg Owens among the goals again 
and giving a polished performance for his 
Olympic side. 

‘The excitement of the Cup was in evi- 
dence elsewhere too. 

In adrama packed game at Lambert Park, 
API.A-Leichhardt Tigers went through on 
penalties, 7-6, against Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles after an enthralling 120 minutes of 
scoreless football. 

APIA. keeper Steve Angelov, playing 
against his former club, saved a penalty, as 
did his opposite number Danny Vukovic. 
Until the last kick from David Reid had to 
be taken twice, each side had successfully 
converted seven of their eight attempts. 

‘Angelov saved Reid’s tame first effort but 
referee Simon Przydacz. insisted that the 
White Eagles’ eighth kick be retaken. This 
time Reid smashed his shot against the 
crossbar. 

A goal from a thunderous drive outside 
the penalty area, by new Solomon Islands’ 
signing, Commins Menapi, was the high- 
light 2s St George scored a 5-1 win over 
Manly United at St George Stadium, 

Menapi’s goal arrived when the Saints 
were already three goals to the good but the 
nature of the strike suggests that there will 
bbe more such goals to come. 

St George took an early lead when John 
Buonsvoglia was able to take his time and 
place a header wide of Marty Hall in the 
11th minute. Buonavoglia added to his tally, 


not long after. 

Vince Savoca scored his second goal of 
the season, when he was able to get on the 
end of a deep cross from the right to score 
with a looping header a minute before half 
time. 

Manly, which was nowhere near full 
strengti, pulled a goal back through Jarrah 
Funnel to reduce the arrears to 4-1 in the 
60th minute, Substitute James Kovas 
knocked in the Saints’ fifth of the night, ten 
minutes later, when he was first to the ball 
after a free-kick from Brendan Renaud was 
spilled by. Hall 

St George's most recent performances 
have suggested that the style and form of 
last season is returning and the Saints are 
coming good at the right time of the season. 
The addition of Menapi, can only add to the 
strength of the side. 

A resurgent Wollongong beat Blacktown 
City 42 at John Crehan Park. 

Despite forging to an early lead through 
Daki Falcon, the Demons were off the boil 
and even keeper and skipper, John Crawley, 
had a game he would prefer to forget. 

Michael Clare, who has been in excellent 
touch, scored twice to help his side to the 
win. The first came from a free kick Clare 
had won himself. 

Shane McGirr, another success story, was 
the man to give his side the lead from a 
Craig Morton cross and Michael Prentice 
made it 3-1 

Then, after Paul Harries and McGirr had 
shots blocked, Clare steered home the fourth 


for his side. 

‘The Demons notched a consolation goal 
through Oliver Bozanic, 

Premier League Rockdale City Suns 
thrashed Super League Canterbury- 
Marrickville 5-1 at Lambert Park. 

Rockdale scored first with a Cameron 
Jones header after Paul Bilokapic had nod- 
ded back a cross from Ryan Jones on the 
right. 

Michael Cindric also scored with a head- 
er before the break 

The Suns netted number three from a 
Bilokapic free kick early in the second half, 
but Canterbury worked their way back into 
the game and netted through Dimitri 
Zakilas, after good work from Archie 
Kotsopoulos. 

Little went right for the Canterbury team 
who conceded a goal right near the end, 
from Scott Baillie. 

Immediately afterwards Robbie Gomez 
waltzed through to make it 5-1 

Sydney United beat Crescent Star 6-0 in 
the deferred third Round game last Tuesday 
and will play the remaining Super League 
side, Liverpool Bossy, in the remaining 
fourth round tie. 


FC Bossy Liverpool v 
Sydney United rescheduled 
4th Round tie please check 
Www.soccernsw.com.au 
for details 


TAKING CORNERS IS BEST LEFT TO EXPERTS. 


NOT TO MENTION BENDS. 


Continental tyres: grip you can rely on. 


Visit www.continentaltyres.com.au 


for ContiCup ut 


dates and 


ContiFanWorld, where Soccer Fans 
worldwide can prepare for the 
2006 FIFA World Cup Germany online 
and win great prizes 


www.continentaltyres.com.au 


& eck a" ltl 
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WINTER SUPER LEAGUE ROUND 6: 

GRADE 20: Fraser Park Dragons 2 Northern 
Tigers 2, Sutherland Sharks 3 Macarthur Rams 1, 
Westem Rage 4 Hurstville ZSC 0, Sydney University 
3 Canterbury Marrickville 0,Fairfield Bulls 2 Stanmore 
Hawks 1, Dulwich Hill 7 FC Bossy Liverpool 1, 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 0 Hajduk Wanderers United 
1 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 6 
GRADE 


Hajduk Wanderers Ltd 
Macarthur Rams 
‘Dubwich Hill 

Sydney University 
Fraser Park Dragons 
Sutherland Sharks 
‘Westem Rage 

FC Bossy Liverpool 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Fairfield Bulls 
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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUND 7 

FIRST GRADE: Blacktown Spartans 1 (F Daglis 
20m Penalty) Gladesvile Spirt 3 (W teruzzi 9m N 
Gevige-Coker 45m T Simpson 53m), Hils Brumbies 
1 (J Miller 52m) Belmore Hercules 3 (J Skufris 8m T 
Parker 80m G King 86m), White City 0 Fairfield City 
Lions 7 (Aydin Cetinay 8m S Erel 17m Y Ekincl 39m 
Z Khnanisho 44/58m T Omac 54m Ayhan Getinay 
‘84m), Mt Druitt Town 3 (U Avsar 44m N Varess 52m 
‘A Marvello 89m) Ryde City 2 (A Jennings 74/84m), 
‘Camden Tigets 1 (G Mackechnie 90m) Schofields 
Scorpions 3 (B Eldridge 12m S Matayalo 43m S 
Cevenini 60m), Bathurst 75 1 (L Taylor 52mm) Mt 
Pritchard § (M Maco 9m M McCaffery 46m T 
Connell 48/80m G Oreajo 75m). 

GRADE 20: Blacktown Spartans 1 Gladesvile 
Spirt 3, Hills Brumbies 1 Belmore Hercules 0, White 
City 0 Fairfield City Lions 4, Mt Druitt Town 2 Ryde 
ity 0, Camden Tigers 2 Schofields Scorpions 7, 
Bathurst 75 2 Mt Pritchard 7. 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUND 7 
FIRST GRADE 


MtDnuitt Town 
‘Schofields Scorpions 
Failieid City Lions 
Inter Lions 

Bamore Hercules 
Me Pritchard 

White City 

Hils Brumbies 
Gladesville Spit 
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‘Schofields Scorpions 
altfield City Lions 
Camden Tigers 
Hills Brumbies 
Gladesville Spirit 
Inter Lions 

Belmore Hercules 
Ryde City 

Mt Druitt Town 
Blacktown Spartans. 
White City 

Bathurst 75, 
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‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: ROUND 2: 

FIRST GRADE: UNSW 2 (R Luca 3m T Morved 
{65m) Srringwood SC 2 (S Seymour tm M Haberman 
75m), Kellyville Kolts 0 Fogolar Wanderers 0, Aubum 
‘Stars 3 (P Stamatis 25m C Isaac 60m E Elveren 68m} 
Prospect United 0, Greenisland SC 1 (D Gourgues 
81m) Balmain SC 3 (D Hardwick 22m J Bracewell 
49m L Neriino 74m), Sydney Cedars SC 0 Hakoah 0. 

GRADE 21; UNSW 2 Springwood SC 2, Kellyvill 
Kolts 3 Fogolar Wanderers 4, Auburn Stars 3 
Prospec: United 3, Greenisland SC 2 Balmain SC 3, 
‘Sydney Cadars SC 2 Hakoah 1. 

GRADE 19; UNSW 2 Springwood SC 1, Kellyville 
Kolts 4 Fogolar Wanderers 1, Auburn Stars. vs 
Prospect United Postponed, Greenisland SC 2 
Balmain SC 1, Sydney Cedars SC 1 Hakoah 3, 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION Two: ROUND 2 
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‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: ROUND 2 
GRADE 19 


P 
Greenistand 2 
UNSW 2 
Kellyville Kots 2 
Hakoah 2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 


A 
2 
2 
2 
2 


‘Aubum Star 
Prospect United 
‘Svdney Cedars 
Springwood 
Balmain 

Fogolar Wanderers 
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1 
4 
ia 
4 
6 
1 
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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE: 
ROUND 2; 

FIRST GRADE: Hawkesbury City 5 Roosters FC 
3,Gazy Lansvale 0 Colo Colo 0, East Coast Magic 4 
Pratten Magpies 0, Gladesvile United 3 Trasandinos 
2, Lithgow Workmen 1 Luddenham United 4. 


RESERVE GRADE: Hawkesbury City 3 Roosters 
FO 4, Gazy Lansvale 1 Colo Colo 5, East Coast 
Magic 2 Pratten Magpies 2, Gladesvile United 2 
‘Trasandinos 3, Lithgow Workmen 0 Luddenham 
United 4. 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE: ROUND 2 
FIRST GRADE 


t 
Hawkesbury City 0 
Colo Colo 0 
Gladesville United 0 
Trasandinos 1 
East Coast Magic 1 
Luddennam United ' 
Roosters FC ’ 
Gazy Lansvale 1 
Lithgow Worcmen ! 
Pratten Magpies , 
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Luddenham United 
Roosters FC 

East Coast Magic 
Gao Cola 

Pratten Magpies 
Hawkesbury City 
Lithgow Workmen 
Ghadesville United 
Gazy Lansvale 
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NSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: 
ROUND 5: 

UNDER 12: Macarthur Rams 0 Central Coast 
United FC 1, NWS Koalas 1 Southern Branch 4, 
Marconi Stallions 2 Gladesville Ravens 5, Manly 
United FC 6 UNSW Soccer Club 0, Penrith Nepean 
United 6 Bathurst City 0; Sydney University 4 
Wortham Tiers 2, St George Saints 1 Btacktown 
Association 0. 


GRADE 14: Macarthur Rams 1 Central Coast 
United FC 0, NWS Koalas 5 Sosthem Branch 0, 
Marconi Stallions 2 Gladesville Ravens 1, Manly 
United FC 3 UNSW Soccer Club 1, Penrith Nepean 
United 2 Bathurst City 1, Syaney University 2 
‘Northetn Tigors 0. St George Saints 1 Biecktown 
Association 0, 


GRADE 16; Macarthur Rams 1 Central Coast 
‘United FC 1, NWS Koalas 6 Southem Branch 1, 
Marconi Stalions 4 Giadesvile Ravens 0, Manly 
United FC 4 UNSW Soccer Ciub 0, Penrith Nepean 
United 2 Bathurst City 1, Syeney University 1 
Northen Tigers 3, St George Saints 5 Blacktown 
Association 7 


Arrive alive 
NSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 5 
GRADE 12 
PWDL BFAD Pts 
150 15 13 
152 1313 
153 12 12 
2 
" 
1 


‘Sutherand Assoc 
‘Southern Branch 
Penrith Nepean UTd 
NW Sydney Koalas 
Northern Tigers 
Manly United FO 
St George Saints 
Central Coast United 
Gladesvile Ravens 
‘Sydney University 
‘Bathurst City Panthers 5 
Macarthur Rams 5 
UNSW 5 
Blacktown Association 5 
Marconi Stallions 5 
B denotes a Bye scoring 3 points and 3 Goal. 


mannan 


3 
3 
4 
3 
3 
a 
2 
2 
2 
A 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 


Arrive allve 
NSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 5 
GRADE 14 


o 


FAD Pt 
160 16 15 
144 10 13 
145 9 13 
192 1712 
12102 10 


St George Saints 
‘Sutherland Assoc. 
Macarthur Rams 
Penrith Nepean Utd 
Manly United FC 
Bathurst City Panthers 
NW Sydney Koalas 
Northern Tigers 
Central Coast United 
Sydney University 
Marconi Stalions 
Gladesville Ravens 
‘Souther Branch 
UNSW 

Blacktown Assocation 
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MSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 5 
Grade 16 

P 

Penrith Nepean Utd 5 
NW Sycney Koalas 5 
Bathurst Cty Panthers 5 
StGeorge Saints 5 
Southem Branch 5 
Central Coast United 5 
Manly United FC 5 
Sutherland Assoc, 5 
Macarthur Rams 5 
Blacktown Association 5 
Marconi Stalions 5 
5 

5 

5 

§ 


BFA 


Giadesville Ravens 
Northem Tigers 
Sydney University 
unsw 2a- 

Badenotes a Bye scoring 3 points and 3 Goal, 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 7: 

GRADE 13: Wollongong Wolves 0 Parramatta 
Eagles 3, APA. Leichhardt Tigers 1 Gladesville 
Spit 2, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Macarthur Rams 3, 
Blacktown City Demons 0 Marconi Stallions 0, Hajduk 
Wanderers United 1 Sydney Urited 3, St George 
Saints 1 Sutherland Sharks 1, Manly United FC 4 
‘Sydney Olympic 1. 

GRADE 14: Wollongong Wolves 0 Parramatta 
Eagles 2, AP.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 Gladesvile 
Spirit 0, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Macarthur Rams 1, 
Blacktown City Demons 0 Marconi Stallions 3, Hajduk 
Wanderers United 0 Sydney United 3, St George 
Saints 1 Sutherland Sharks 2, Manly United FC 4 
Sycney Olympic 1. 

GRADE 15: Wollongong Wolves 2 Parramatta 
Eagles 1, ALLA. Leichhardt Tigers 1 Gladesvite 
Spirit 1, Bankstown City Cubs 2 Macarthur Rams 1, 
Blacktown City Demons 0 Marconi Stallions 1, Hajduk 
Wanderers United 0 Sydney United 2, St’George 
Saints 9 Sutherland Sharks 3, Manly United FC 2 
‘Sydney Olympic 1, 

GRADE 16: Wollongong Wolves 3 Parramatta 
Eagles 2, ALLA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 Gladesvile 
Shir 0, Bankstown City Cubs 2 Macarthur Rams 0, 
Blacktown City Demons 1 Marconi Stallins 1, Hajduk 
Wanderers United 0 Sydney United 1, St George 
Saints 1 Sutherland Sharks 2, Manly United FC 0 
Sydney Olympic 2, 

GRADE 18: Wollongong Wolves 2 Parramatta 
Eagles 1, AP.LA, Leichhardt Tigers 1 Gladesvile 
Spirit 2, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Macarthur Rams 0, 
Blacktown City Demons 1 Marconi Stallions 2, Hajduk 
Wanderers United 2 Sydney United 5, St George 
Saints 1 Sutherland Sharks 5, Manly United FC 1 
Sydney Olympic 1. 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 7 
GRADE 13 


D 
0 
1 
0 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
0 
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p 
ParamatiaEagkes = 7 
Biacktown City Demons 7 
Matconi Stalions 7 
Gladesville Spit 7 
Macarthur Rams 7 
Sydney United 7 
Manly United FC ? 
APA, Leichhardt Tigers 7 
Bankstown City Cubs 7 
Wollongong WoWes 7 
St George Saints 7 
Sutherland Sharks 7 
‘Sydney Olympic 7 
Hajcuk Wanderers Utd 7 
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PREMIER YOUTH 
GRADE 14 


Marconi Stallions 
Biacktown'City Demons 
Parramatta Eagles 
‘Sydney United 

Manly United FC 
APIA, Leichhard Tigers 
‘Sutherland Sharks 
Gladesville Spirit 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 
Macarthur Rams 
Bankstown City Cubs 
St George Saints 
Wollangong Wolves 
‘Sydney Olympia 


PREMIER YOUTH LI 
GRADE 


153 1218 
155 1018 
157 8 18 
198 1116 
16124 12 
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Wollongong Wolves 
Marconi Stalions 
Sutherland Sharks 
Bankstown City Cubs 
Manly United FC 
Blacktown City Demons 
Parramatta Eagles 
Giadesvillé Spirit 
‘Sydney United 

St George Saints 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 
Sydney Olympic 
Macarthur Rams 
AP\LA. Leichhardt Tigers 7 
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PREMIER YOUTH LI 
GRADE 


Bankstown City Cubs 
Blacttown City Demons 
Parramatta Eagles 
Macarthur Rams 

‘Marconi Stallions: 

Sydney United 
Gladesville Spirit 

‘Sydney Olympic: 
Wollongong Wolves 
‘Hajduk Wanderers Utd 
‘Sutherland Sharks 
APIA, Leichhardt Tigers 
‘Manly United FC 

St George Saints 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 7 
GRADE 18 


Sutherland Sharks 
Marconi Stalions 
Wollongong Wolves 
‘Sydney Olympic 
Gladesville Spirit 
Blacktown City Demons 
Parramatta Eagles 
Bankstown City Cubs 


1021-118 
14740 6 
7 17-104 
8 13-53 
6 18-121 


Co+-neneewserve 


APIA. Leichhardt Tigars 7 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 5: 

GRADE 13: Fraser Park 2 Northam Tigers 0, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles O Schofields Scorpions 1, 
Hills Brumbies 3 Granville Rage 3, Dulwich Hill 0 
Gontral Coast United 2, Panamatta Star 2 Pensith 
‘Nepean United 3, Bathurst 75 Westem 2 Southem 
Branch 0. 

GRADE 14: Fraser Park 3 Northam Tigers 0, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Schofiekis Scorpions 1, 
Hills Brumbies 2 Granville Rage 2, Dulwich Hill 2 
Central Coast United 1, Parramatta Star 2 Penrith 
Nepean United 1, Bathurst 75 Westem 1 Souther 
Branch 1. 

GRADE 18: Fraser Park 1 Northern Tigers 1, 
Bonnytiog White Eagles 0 Schofields Scorpions 3, 
Hils Brumbies 3 Granvile Rage 0, Dulwich Hill 2 
Central Coast United 0, Parramatta Star 1 Penrith 
Nepean United 3, Bathurst 75 Westem 2 Southern 
Branch 2, 

GRADE 16: Fraser Park 0 Northem Tigers 4, 
Bonnytigg White Eagles 1 Schofields Scorpions 0, 
Hills Brumbies 2 Granville Rage 1, Dulwich Hill 2 
Central Coast United 1, Patramatta Star 2 Penrith 
Nepean United 3, Bathurst 75 Western 1 Southem 
Branch 3, 

GRADE 18: Fraser Park 2 Norther Tigers 0, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 Schofields Scorpions 2, 
Hills Brumbies 1 Granville Rage 1, Dulwich Hill 2 
Genial Coast United 1, Parramatta Star 0 Penrith 
Nepean United 4, Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Southem 
Branch 2, 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 5 
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Schofields Scompions 
Central Coast United 
Fraser Park 

Penrith Nepean United 
Granville Rage 
Bathurst 75 Western 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Souther Branch 
Northem Tigers 
Parramatta Star 
Dulwich Hil 

Fils Brumbies 
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Sctofields Scorpions 
‘Fraser Park 
Paramatta Star 
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DEVELOPMENT YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 5: 
GRADE 13: Hurstville City Minctaurs 0 Blacktown 
Spartans 1, Ryde City 0 Rockdale City Suns 0, 
‘Sydney University 2 Camden Tigers 2, Mt Druitt Town 
0 Belmore Hercules 0. GRADE 14: Hurstvile City 
Minotaurs 1 Blacktown Spartans 1, Ryde City 1 
Rockdale City Suns 0, Sydney University 8 Camden 
Tigers 3, Mt Druitt Town 2 Belmore Hercules 1 
GRADE 15; Hurstville City Minotaurs 2 Blacktown 
Spartans 2, Ryde City 0 Rockdale City Suns 3, 
Sydney University 1 Camden Tigers 0, Mt Druitt Town 
2 Belmore Hercules 1. GRADE 16: Hurstville City 
Minolauts 4 Blacktown Spartans 1, Ryde City 4 
Rockdale City Suns 0, Sydney University 1 Camden 
Tigers 1, Mt Druitt Town 1 Belmore Hercules 0. 


DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE YOUTH: ROUND 5 


LFAD Pt 
Belmore Hercules 155 10 11 
Blacktown Spartans 40 
Camden Tigers 
Rockdale City Suns 
Hurstville City Minctaurs 
Mi Druitt Town 
Ryde City 
‘Sydney University 
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DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE YOUTH: ROUND 5 
GRADE 16 

Pw FAD Pt 

Ryde City 44 170 1712 

Hurstville Giy Mingtaurs 5 4 145.9 12 

Mi Dnt Town 53 963 10 

Camden Tigers 52 13-47 
52 936 
$1 1274 
40 13-92 
50 
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Rockdale City Suns. 
Belmore Hercules 
‘Sydney University 
Blacktown Spartans 


attack METROPOLITAN LEAGUE: ROUND 5: 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE 

GRADE 11: Blacktown Association 3 Gladesville 
Hornsby 1, Central Coast Association 0 Eastem 
Suburbs Association 6, Ku-Ring-Gai Association 1 
Nepean Association 1, Manly Warringah Association 
2 Granvile Association 1. GRADE 12: Blacktown 
Association 2 Gladesville Homsby 0, Central Coast 
Assosiation 2 Easter Suburbs Association 1, Ku- 
Ring-Gai Association 1 Nepean Association 1, Manly 
‘Warringah Association 1 Granville Association 4, 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE: 

GRADE 11: Bankstown Association 0 Macarthur 
Assosiation 2, Southem Districts 1 Sutherland 
Assoziation 1, Souther Branch 1 St George 
Association 3. GRADE 12: Bankstown Association 0 
Macarthur Aseociation 3, Canterbury Association 
Mawerra Association, Southern Districts 4 Sutherland 
Assosiation 0, Southern Branch 2 St George 
Association 1 
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attack UNDER 11 METRO LEAGUE: 
‘SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
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St George Assoc 
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Canterbury 
Wawarra 
Southern Districts 
Bankstown Assoc 8 13-103 
Southern Branch 41061 


attack UNDER 12 METRO LEAGUE: RD 5 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
FAD Pt 
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6 13-79 
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but only lead the Winter Super League 
on goal difference after no home team 
won in round six. 

Travel-weary after a midweek 
marathon match in Canberra and seven 
hours on the road, the Dragons also had 
two on the sick list in a team that looked 
flat from the opening whistle of their 1-1 
home draw with struggling Northern 
Tigers last Saturday. 

FC Bossy Liverpool, the only other 
unbeaten team, drew level on points with 
the Dragons.with a 1-4) away win over 
Dulwich Hill in Sunday’s big game at 
Adlington Oval. 

A late goal from Peter Malakovski 
secured the visiting team's victory and 
their fourth win of the season. 

Bossy moved up one place to second 
and Hajduk Wanderers United also 
climbed a spot to third as they overcame a 
0-2 deficit to score a 3-2 away win over 
Hurstville City Minotaurs at Rockdale 


Sports Centre. = 

Dropping two places to fourth was 
Sutherland, which slipped up 1-3 at home 
to Macarthur Rams.at Lynwood Park. 

Dulwich Hill remained fifth despite 
their defeat. Sydney University slid three 
places to ninth following their second 
straight loss, a 0-1 home defeat by 
Canterbury Marrickville, which rose one 
spot to sixth. 

Elsewhere, reigning champion 
‘Stanmore Hawks finally registered their 
first win of the season, a 1-0 away victory 
over pointless Fairfield Bulls, and 
Hurstville ZSC triumphed 3-1 over strug- 
gling Westem Rage at Garside Park. 

At Fraser Park, the young Northem 
Tigers side took the lead seven minutes 
into the second half with a goal which 
Dragons’ coach Jan Gillan and most of his 
players felt was offside. 

“Tt was a controversial goal, for sure,” 
‘said Gillan after the game. “Also we had a 
perfectly good goal of our own disallowed. 
for offside, so decisions did not go our 
way at all tonight.” 

“On the other hand considering how 
tired most of the players were, it was a big 


Aerial action from last weekend’s clash between Stanmore Hawks and 
Fairfield Bulls 
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WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 6 

FIRST GRADE: Fraser Park Dragons 1 (L Austin 
4m) Northem Tigars 1 (B Jenke 14m), Sutherland 
Sharks 1 (S Trovski 28m) Macarthur Rams 3 (N 
\Vukosa 42m O Nash 82m W Home 84m), Westem. 
Roge 1 (| Arrerte 23m) Hurstville ZSC 3 (| Tarcan 
42m C De Andre 69m M Paleka 72m), Sydney 
Universiy 0 Canterbury Marrickville 1 (F Umiil 23m 


Penalty), Fairfield Bulls 0 Stanmore Hawks 1 (D 
James 89m), Duiwich Hil 0 FC Bossy Liverpool 1 (P 
Malakovski 89m), Hurstvile City Minotaurs. 2 (C 
Dimnriou 20m 'M Nedoljkovic Szm) Hajduk 
Wanderers United 3 (E Barkhousir 64m T Gledhill 
72m R Portelli 90m). 

GRADE 20: Fraser Park Dragons 2 Northem 
Tigers 2, Sutherland Sharks 3 Macarthur Rams 1, 
Westem Rage 4 Hursvile ZSC 0, Sydney University 
3 Canterbury Marrickville 0, Fairfield Bulls 2 
Stanmore Hawks 1, Dulwich Hill 7 FC Bossy 
Liverpool! 1, Hurstvile City Minotaurs 0. Hajduk 
Wanderers United 1. 


LEADING 
6 Manny Papageorgiou (FP), 

‘Tim Gledhitt (HW) 
5 Ivo de Jesus (DH), Alex Asanovic (FCBL) 
4.Llam Austin (FP), 
3 Exdla Adam (ZSC), lain Macdonald (SS), 
2 Luke McDougall (SU), Marcello Guerrero 
(HW), John Tsironis (CMO), Peter Satos (SS), 
Fadi Ghosson (CMO), Ismael Arrarte (WR), 
‘Male Vukosa (MR), Michal Pelaka 2SC), Ben 
Jenke (NT), Fred Umili (CMO), Elsid 
Barkhousir (HW), Mark Nadellkovic (HM), 
Chris Dimitriou (HCM) 


effort from all of them and it is good to 
stay unbeaten.” 

The visitors scored first through striker 
Ben Jenke when the Tigers broke away 
after clearing a Fraser Park comer. 

Jenke got out of a sick bed to play and 
after the game was:still feeling under the 
weather. 

"Em going home to bed!" he declared. 

‘Most of the Fraser Park players were 
probably going to do the same after their 
shattering midweek jaunt to Canberra that 
left many of them jaded. 

The Dragons drew level in the Sth 
muinute with a superb free kick from 40 
yards out on the left, driven sweetly by 
‘Liam Austin across the keeper and in at 
the far post. 

A better long-range free kick many are 
unlikely to see at this level. 

Fraser Park took control of the game 
after that and but for a super save from 
Tigers’ keeper Dean McCreath in the 70th 
minute, from Austin again, they might 
have sewn the game up long before the 
end, 

‘Then came the 88th minute header from 
substitute Dominic Arcella, after a fine 
cross from the right by Mal Bideau; but 
the assistant’s flag was raised already and 
the goal did not stand. 

Archie Markopoulos also hit the cross- 
bar late in the first half for Fraser Park. It 
was a very relieved Northern Tigers who 
trooped off at the end after hanging on 
doggedly to collect the valuable point. 

‘Tigers are a very young team, their old- 
est player being Tony Mittiga, a ripe old 
25 years of age. 

Best for the Dragons were Liam Austin, 
Michael Kladis and Martin Bourke, while 
for the Tigers Danny Hurwiz, Jason Mesiti 
and debutant Shaun Bowden all had sound 


games. 

At Rockdale Sports Centre, Hajduk 
found themselves one down in the 20th 
minute. Chris: Dimitros hit a long drive 
and with the wind behind the ball, it sailed 
into the top left comer with no chance for 
Daniel Schwarzer to save. 

‘Wanderers were two goals down when 
Mark Nedeljkovic cleverly curled the ball 
around the Hajduk keeper. 

Hisid Barkhousir made it 2-1 when he 
slammed the ball home from close range 
after Hurstville goalkeeper Daniel Holme 
could not hold a Stephen Chipps shot from 
30 yards. 

‘The equaliser came in the 72nd minute 
when substitute, Trent Worrall, gave a pin 
point cross to Tim Gledhill, who slotted 
the ball past Holme. 

As the game looked headed for a draw, 
Gledhill went up for a challenge with the 
Hurstville keeper, from outside the six 
yard box. He headed the ball towards goal 
and substitute, Robert Portelli, finished the 
job nicely. 

Just before full time Tom Pontidas was 
given his marching orders by young refer- 
ce, Matt Gillett, for allegedly head-butting 
‘Hajduk skipper, Mark Abi-Arrage. 

The win puts the Wanderers just one 
point behind the two joint leaders, FC 
Bossy and Fraser Park and Jeaves the 
Minotaurs among the stragglers, fighting 
for survival. 

Macarthur Rams eased past one-time 
pace-setters, Sutherland Sharks, in a game 
that was switched from Seymour Shaw 
Park to Lynwood Park at Sutherland’s 


UPER ‘STRIKE LIFTS 
_ TIRED DRAGON 


mie Rams recorded their third win of 
the seasGn and they now look ready to 
‘emerge as one of the challengers this sea- 
son, after a slow start. 

Goals from Male Vukosa in the 42nd 
minute and late strikes from Daniel Nash 
and Wes Home cancelled out Sasha 
‘Tirovski’s 23rd minute goal for the Sharks. 

Stanmore had to wait until the 89th 
minute at Nineveh Field to grab their win, 
with David James running onto a through 
pass and getting the better of the keeper. 

Hawks’ boss, Sotos Mavros, restored 
Peter Spathis to the goalkeeping duties and 
the long-time Stanmore man made a cou- 
ple of crucial saves to keep the Bulls’ 
attack at bay. 

Earlier shots had been cleared off the 
Fairfield line. 

Stanmore, though currently very much 
depleted through an accumulation of 
injuries, have a chance to climb further up 
the ladder when they meet Sydney 
University in a deferred game at Hensley 
Field at 8pm on Wednesday night 

Sydney University slumped to another 
defeat after making a solid start to their 
season, going down 1-0 to Canterbury- 
Marrickville whose only goal came from a 
Freddy Umlil penalty in the 231d minute 
after Theo Kotsopoulos was brought 
down. 

Winning coach, Spiro Hantzis, said he 
was proud of his team for their fighting 
effort. 

"Tt was an ugly game. We did well to 
hold onto the one-nil lead and it became a 
real midfield battle. Fred Umlil and 
Michael O'Riley had great games for us in 
the middle and the back three of Kel 
Foster Adrian Molachino and David 
Gardiner were superb.” 

Goalkeeper Murray Nelson pulled off 
two second half wonder-saves to preserve 
the Berries’ slender lead, 

Journeyman midfielder Costello de 
‘Andre was the catalyst for a Hurstville 
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ZSC second half revival that enabled the 
southern Sydney visitors to inflict defeat 
on Western Rage. 

Rage suffered the loss of captain and 
key defender, Sal Zullo, midway through 
the first half and later Mauricio Islas had to 
leave the field, with similar hamstring 
problems; a depleted Rage was then ripe 
for a big second half cave-in. 

Rage opened their account with a 
superb near-post header from marauding 
midfielder, Ismael Arrarte, after great 
skills on the right by Phillip Piliotis. 

All the good work was undone, in the 
42nd minute. The Rage goalkeeper could 
not hang onto a powerful header by 
Huistville skipper, Steve Moskum from an 
Ante Jusic comer, and Ile Tarcan bundled 
the ball over the line for the equaliser. 

Second half substitute de Andre found 
himself one-on-one with the Rage keeper, 
Andy Esho, whom he was able to beat in 
the 69th minute after Tarcan had done 
some good work on the right. 

Romanian de Andre made all the differ- 
ence to the way Hurstville performed in 
the second half; but a crucial save by ZSC 
Keeper Ante Pervan moments before half 
time was probably the turning point in the 
game, 

‘Ten minutes into the second half the 
Rage were forced to replace their general, 
Islas, through injury. From that moment on 
the home side could not maintain their 
thythm and Hurstville began to lift corre- 
spondingly, 

Once de Andre's strike had gone in they 
put the game beyond doubt with a third 
goal, from a Michael Paleka volley, after 
another good cross from Tarcan. 

For Rage the injury woes continue, a 
situation that has seen the team record 
losses in four of their six games. Hurstville 
now look to be on track after a second win 
in three games, each of their six games 
thus far having been played away from 
home, many against the top teams. 


An athletic Stanmore forward hurdles the Fairfield goalkeeper 
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wo grandmothers, their daugh- 

ters and grandchildren have 

established a remarkable femi- 
nine football dynasty. 

The three generations of female players 
at the Liverpool Rangers club show how 
the sport is rapidly changing in the 21st 
century, 

Lorraine Peel and Margaret Daniels are 
the pioneering grandmothers who have a 
combined 35 years' experience as players, 
coaches, volunteers and most importantly 
tole models. Lorraine’s two daughters, 
Sheree and Kylie, have followed mum’s 
footsieps. Now Kylie’s daughter Shelley, 
at age 4, has made her debut joining sister 
Courtney, 7, in the Rangers juniors. 

The other Rangers football clan is head- 
ed by Margaret, whose daughter Julie has 
children Britney and Jordin playing the 
world game. Togeliser, the two families 
spanning three generations’ have clocked 
up almost 100 seasons between them. 

Last year they made no small contribu- 
tion to the Rangers triumph in the 
Southern Districts women's Ist division 
grand final and runners up spot in 2nd 
division. 

Shelley plays soccer ‘because it's funny’ 
and ‘because my mum plays’. Sister 
Courtney, who's been playing for three 
years, just likes kicking things. Her 
favourite player is Rangers all-age striker 
“Aunty Sheree.’ Jordin Daniels, who is 8 
and has been playing soccer for five years, 
says her favourite club is Liverpool 
Rangers, but her favourite player is David 
| Beckham. Asked if girls are better than 
boys at soccer, she is quick to respond: 'Of 
course! 


caused the biggest upset 

round 5 of the Arrive alive 
NSW Womens Super League 

with a well-earnt 2-1 victory over 

Manly United FC at Cromer Park. 

Mel Cox opened the scoring for 
UNSW after some good work and a great 
cross from Sanaa Choucair on the left. 
Cox was able to tap in from inside the 6- 
yard box before the Manly defence could 
pounce, 

UNSW backed this up shortly after 
when a Holly Trimble free-kick from the 
tight found the head of Sandra Stavrou at 
the far post who neatly placed the ball 
into the top right hand comer of the goal. 

Manly United had a good chance mid- 
way through the half when a shot hit the 
cross bar, but the rebound was cleaned up 
by Melissa Rowley in the UNSW goal. 

In the second-half, Manly did peg a 
goal back in the 77th minute when 
Catherine Murphy swooped on a through 
ball and was successful from a one-on- 
‘one attempt. The home team pushed for 
the equalizer in the closing minutes but a 
tiring UNSW defence were able to hold 
them out to the final whistle and collect a 
valuable three points. 

The Macarthur Rams continued on 
their winning way with a 2-0 win over 
Central Coast United in a close match at 
Lynwood Park. 


16 


Back row, left to right: Sheree Bryant, Kylie Bryant, Lorraine Peel, Margaret Daniels, Julle Daniels and Britney Daniels 


‘Just like mum’, 


Goals mid-way through each half to 
Jessica Cooper and Ashleigh Connor 
sealed the result for the Rams, which 
could have gone either had opportunities 
been converted for both teams. 


Pp 
Marconi Stalions 5 
Penrith Nepean Utd 5 
Sutherland Assoc, 5 
Manly United FO 5 
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Arriva alive 
‘WOMEN SUPER LEAGUE 
ROUND 5: GRADE 21 


oworns 


“coos 


eccco+cce@c0+ccccDs 


OPP ROONMUNN+s00Fr 


L 
0 
1 
1 
1 


‘The North West Sydney Koalas over- 
came a defiant Southem Branch with a 
narrow 1-0 win at Morrison Bay. The 
only goal of the match coming in the 27th 
minute when Jessica Palmer was able to 
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feminine football dynasty 


Front row: Courtney Bryant, Shelley Bryant, Jordin Daniels 
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B denotes a Bye scoring 8 points and'3 Goal. 
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UNSW upset 
Manly United 


beat Dimitra Poulos at the far-post after 
latching onto a Lisa Collins free-kick. 
Southern Branch had many opportunities 
to equalize and looked dangerous in the 
closing quarter-hour, but the Koalas held 
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St George fe hee? 1 9 2 
‘UNSW : Pa eee J 7 “4 7 
Northem Tigers {eters sas 
Blacktown Assoc, tak Iyenid 5 9 8 
NWSydneyKoalas 5 0 0 4 7 0 3 
Central Coast Utd 5 i £ 5 19 14 
5 2 2 
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Arrive allve 
WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE: 
ROUND 5: 


FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams 2 (J Cooper 25m A Connor 75m) 
Central Coast United FC 0, NWS Koalas 1 (J Palmer 27m) Southem 
Branch 0, Marconi Stallions 13 (J Bain 5/42m A Cavanagh 
7/80/62/76n T Perio 25/51/88m R ONeill 35m L Gatt 69m A Hogg 
72m W Graham 81m) Giadesvilo Ravens 0, Manly United FC'1 (C 
Murphy) UNSW Soccer Cub 2 (S Stavrou M Cox), Penrith Nepean 
United 3 (8 Simades 980m K Pope 36m) Bathurst City 1, 
University 5 (A Larssen 38/69/89m P Kelly 74m C Watt 76m) Northam 
Tigers 1, S: George Saints 3 (A Koncurat 12m D Thrassis 74m A Baker 
90m) Blacktown Association 0, 

GRADE 21: Macarthur Rams 2 Central Coast United FC 0, NWS 
Koalas 0 Southam Branch 2, Marconi Stallions 8 Gladesville Ravens 0, 
Manly United FC 3 UNSW Soccer Club 0, Penrith Nepean United 2 
Bathurst City 1, Sydney University 2 Northem Tigers 0, St George 
Saints 1 Blacktown Association 2. 


makes a 


Arrive alive nsw womens 
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firm and prevented any equalizer to take 
secure the points. 

Penrith Nepean United defeated the 
travelling Bathurst City Panthers'3-1 at 
Cook Park St Marys. Becki Simadas 
added two goals to her season total in the 
9th and 30th minutes whilst Kimberley 
Pope netted her team’s third in the 36th 
minute. 

Bathurst did score a consolation goal 
midway through the second half when 
Belinda Griffiths was able to capitalise on 
a Penrith Nepean United mistake. 

Astrid Larssen scored another hat-trick 
to help Sydney University to a 5-1 victo- 
ty over the Northem Tigers at Hensley 
Athletic Field. Paula Kelly and Catriona 
‘Watt also added a goal each for the stu- 
dents, but it was the super substitution of 
Sara Lake for the Tigers that was of great- 
est significance. 

Lake was able to score the Tigers first 
goal of the season with her first touch of 
the ball. 

In the other two games, the St George 
Saints defeated Blacktown Association 
3-0 at St George Stadium with goals to 
Angelina Koncurst, Daniella Thrassis, 
and Annalese Baker and the Marconi 
Stallions still remain in top position with 
a 13-0 drubbing of the Gladesville 
Ravens. 

Sutherland Association had the bye. 
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NEILL FA CUP DREAMS 
HAUNTED BY TACKLE 


s he prepares to fulfil his boy- 


hood dream of contesting an 

FA Cup final this Saturday, 
Blackburn and Socceroos defender 
Lucas Neill is still haunted by the 
tackle that had him branded a cow- 
ard and a thug. 

Neill helped Rovers reach their first 
FA Cup semi-final in 45 years last 
month with a 1-0 victory over Leicester. 

Nine-time champions Arsenal now 
lie in wait, with Blackbur to tackle the 
Gunners at Cardiffs Millennium 
Stadium on April 16 for a place in the 
final, against either Manchester United 
or Newcastle. 

Neil's long-held aspiration of con- 


testing an FA Cup final, borne watching 
Cup finals as a child growing up in 
Sydney's Frenchs Forest. is tantalisingly 
close. 

But a moment of ignominy continues 
to plague the 27-year-old. 

‘The date was September 13, 2003. 

Blackbur was hosting Liverpool at 
Ewood Park in what was just another 
early-season English Premier League 
fixture - although for Neill, it would 
prove anything but. 

Early in the first half the Australian 
went in for a tackle on Reds defender 
Jamie Carragher and got it horribly 
wrong. 

Carragher was left sidelined for six 


Socceroo Lucas Neill is one game away from the FA Cup final 
however he Is still haunted by a tackle which broke the leg of 
Liverpool's Jamle Carragher. 


months with a broken leg, while Neill 
‘was sent off. 

Making matters worse in the eyes of 
many, Neill angrily disputed referee 
Neale Barry's decision to show him a 
ted card, 

He was suspended for three games 
and, not surprisingly, copped a hammer- 
ing in the British press. 

The incident and subsequent furore 
stunned Neill and 18 months later he is 
still affected by the moment that made 
him a household name in England. 

"Even now I find if I go into a tackle 
which would be normal to watch two 
other guys go in for, there's always a bit 
more involved in it,” Neill said. 

"For a while there I wasn't scared to 
tackle, but I didn't want to tackle any- 
one, because you get a reputation for the 
wrong reasons." 

"From that day to this I regret that. It 
‘was a very badly mis-timed tackle, but 
it's one of those things, you just try and 
move on." 

‘The Rovers are not intimidated at the 
prospect of facing Arsenal, according to 
Neill, who can't bear the thought of 
missing his shot at an FA Cup final. 

"This is the boyhood dream, but no- 
one likes the semi-finals because you're 
8o close, yet so far," Neill said. 

"If you win this game at least you get 
your big day out, you get to experience 
(the final)." 

"Nobody's scared of Arsenal and 
there's a good spirit in the camp at the 
moment, everyone's confident and we 
think we can grind out results all the 
time.” 

Neill is hoping to go one better than 
Socceroos team-mate Tim Cahill, who 
lost to Manchester United in last year's 
final with former club Millwall. 

‘He bas been linked with a move to 
Newcastle, but Neill is contracted for 
two more years at Blackbum and is loy- 
ing life under first-year manager Mark 
Hughes. 

"Em really enjoying it and if I got 
asked to sign another extension I 
would,” he said. 

Courtesy - AAP 


BY GEORGE WHAT 
AN ENDORSEMENT 


Paramatia Stadium will hoet the mach anticipated rematch between 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles and Sydney United. 


PARRAMATTA TO 
HOST NSW REMATCH 


been essed tn on 

as the neutral venue 

for this month’s New South 

Wales Premier League 

rematch between 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 

and Sydney United after 

crowd trouble marred their 
Previous meeting. 

The all-seated ground, 
home of the rugby league out- 
fit Parramatta Eels, will host 
the April 30 match amid 
expected tight security. 

The Soccer NSW board 
decided to take the match to a 
neutral venue after ugly 
scenes between supporters of 
Croatian-backed © Sydney 
United and the Serbian-sup- 
ported Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles when the sides played 
at Sydney United Sports 
Centre on March 13. Five 
fans were arrested and two 
police officers injured. 

‘The April 30 rematch will 
see fans segregated with sup- 
porters of White Eagles and 
United confined to opposite 
sides of the field. 

The fans will buy tickets 
from separate box offices and 
club stewards will guide them 


into their seats with the ends 
of the ground left vacant as 
buffer zones. 

Soccer NSW chief execu- 
tive Rob Waddell said 
Parramatta Stadium was cho- 
sen partly because it was 
owned by the state govem- 
ment which meant any 
offences on the grounds were 
punishable by law, unlike 
some club yenues. 

Waddell said ~—_both 
Bonnyrigg and Sydney 
United had been very sup- 
portive about the change to a 
neutral venue. 

However he acknowl- 
edged it was impossible to 
completely rule out any pos- 
sibility of violence if fans 
remained determined to make 
trouble. 

"I can't make guarantees 
there won't be any problems,” 
Waddell said. 

An independent panel set 
up by NSW Soccer is still 
investigating the causes of the 
crowd problems at Edensor 
Park and is expected to give 
its report by April 21. 

Sydney United and 
Bonnyrigg are near the top of 
the standings and expected to 


meet again later this season - 
any future venue will be 
determined following the 
April 30 match. 

Soccer NSW president 
Tom Doumanis said the body 
was working hard with police 
to rid the sport of trouble- 
makers. 

"What happened on 
Sunday at Jensen Park was 
really the behaviour of 
extremists, racist extremists," 
Doumanis told radio station 
2GB. 

‘An independent panel set 
up by NSW Soccer is still 
investigating the causes of the 
crowd problems and is 
expected to give its report by 
April 21. 

Whilst Parramatta Stadium 
is recognised as one of the 
best sporting venues in NSW, 
the ground has not been 
immune to crowd trouble. 

The 1997 National Soccer 
League Preliminary final 
between Sydney United and 
South Melbourne was marred 
by crowd violence with fans 
clashing and spilling onto the 
field following United’s 1-0 
victory. 


George McLean (right) with legendary trainer Dusan Purac. 


t's not every day one can get 
close to legendary 
United manag- 


er Sir Alex Ferguson, let alone 
impress the long time coach of 
the world’s most famous and 
recognised club. 

However young Australian 
George McLean has done just 
that, and he has the evidence to 
prove it. 

McLean caught the eye of 
Ferguson during a training spell 
with the club and the 63-year-old 
Scot has given the youngster a 
written endorsement (Pictured 
right). 

In the letter Ferguson says 
“George has trained with both our 
under 19’s and our Reserve team 
and acquitted himself well during 
this period. 


“He is a tall, strong lad. A good 
right-sided player, comfortable on 
the ball and with good vision. 

“He is an extremely dedicated, 
honest hardworking player, and 
both coaching staff and players 
alike found him easy to get along 
with. 

“T feel confident that George 
has both the ability and confi- 
dence to play football in Division 
One in England and have no hesi- 
tation of recommending him for a 
position with a first division club. 

“During this time we have 
found George to be of exemplary 
character, both on and off the 
field, and take this opportunity of 
wishing him every success with 

» his future endeavours,” concluded 
Ferguson. 
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FANS INVITED 
TO ROAR 


NZ SET TO STAY PUT 


follow Australix, but only when the All 
__ Whites are us good as Rugby Union's All 


‘ew Zealand Soccer is unlikely to be 
allowed to follow Australia's 


ueensland Roar will hold a 

training session open to the 

public this Wednesday, April 
B on the main field at Luxury 
Paints Stadium in Richlands. 

With the club preparations 
for its Australian Club World 
Championship match against Sydney FC 
on May 7, the open training session will 
give fans the chance to meet, greet and 
Witness the team’s stars under the stars. 

The Roar squad has been through 
weeks of fitness and conditioning and 
coach Miron Bleiberg is eager to see his 
players in action and develop team tac- 
tics less than a month out from their Club 
World Championship opener. 


The public training session will 
involve an intra-club match with all play- 
ers looking to impress as starting places 
remain up for grabs ahead of the Sydney 
FC game. 

‘The club has also announced a two- 
game trial against Rockhampton for 
Saturday, April 23. The Roar will travel 
to central Queensland and will take part 
in two matches on the day, ensuring a 
good hit out for the entire squad. 

The Roar is making every attempt to 
connect with the public after announcing 
a series of Family Fun Days for June and 
July, giving fans the chance to interact 
with players, coaches and club mascot 
Roary. 


Fans of Queensland Roar will 
get the chance to see coach 
Miron Blelberg (pictured) and his 
troops this Wednesday. 


APOLOGETIC URUKALO 
PLEADS INNOCENT 


ydney Olympic coach Michael 


sy 
Urukalo is disgusted by abuse 
directed at him by a supporter of 


the club. 


Urukalo has apologised following 

‘an unsavoury incident during a 
recent NSW Premier League match 
against A.PI.A.-Leichhardt however 
the globetrotting coach has denied 
abusing club supporters. 

The -incident occurred during 
Olympic’s 4-2 victory over APIA. at 
Marconi Stadium on April 3. 

Unukalo, accused of insulting and ver- 
bally attacking Sydney Olympic support- 
ers, told his side of the story on the club’s 
website, 

“T sincerely apologise for the inappro- 
priate language I used in an open space 
within ear shot of so many spectators and 
supporters,” said Urukalo on www.syd- 
neyolympic.com au. 

“My abuse was never intended 


S= Olympic coach Michael 


towards supporters. It was directed at one 
individual. 

“I am disgusted and fed up with the 
un-warranted abuse by certain people 
which have a vested interest in seeing me 
fail even to the detriment of this club, the 
‘competition and players.” 

“Criticism I can accept but personal 
abuse I can’t. No coach anywhere in the 
world should have to put up with the 
abuse that I have received by a couple of 
individuals, 

“Ihave the greatest respect and admi- 
ration for the supporters of Sydney 
Olympic, especially the way they stuck 
by the club through the recent difficult 
times. I am here for Olympic; my only 
concem is for Olympic to win.” The club 
is investigating the incident. 


DUBAI DEBUT 
FOR SYDNEY 


ydney FC’s tour of 

duty in the United 

Arab Emirates is 
underway following 
Monday night’s (April 11) 
match against Al Wahira in 
Dubai. 

Coach Pierre Littbarski 
said his team would use the 
three-match tour of the UAE 
to start fine-tuning its football 
finesse after a torturous six 
week fitness regime. 

The tour includes matches 
against three of the top sides 
in the UAE and will offer 
Littbarski a good indication 
of how his team is fairing less 
than a month out from their 
Australian Club World 
Championship opener against 
Queensland Roar. 

Littbarski said the goal of 
the tour was to start refining 
the team’s tactics and style of 
football after a tough pre-sea- 
son dominated by strength 
and conditioning drills. 

“We have worked. very 
hard but the tour will be used 
to’ start working on our 
finesse and getting ready for 


Sydney FC coach Pierre Littbarski is aiming to 
work on team tactics during the UAE tour. 

the football we want to play “It’s good for the players 
for the World Club and the club for us to be play- 
Championships matches,” ing in Dubai after the news 
Littbarski said on www.syd- that the Australian game may 
neyfc.com. have a future in Asia,” 

“Now we will start work-  Littbarski said. “It is an 
ing combinations and playing opportunity for the Australian 
as a team. We have three players to take their football 
strong matches and we will _ to another part of the world.” 
come back to Australia a bet- Sydney FC will next meet 
ter team than we'are today.” Dubai Cultural and Sports 

Littbarski also admitted Club in Dubai on Saturday 
the tour was a good opportu- April 16 before rounding out 
nity for Sydney FC to test the _ the tour with a match against 
waters in Asia following Al Jazira Sports and Cultural 
news that Australia’s future Club in Abu Dhabi on 
may lie in the region. Monday April 18. 


MANGOS MAKES 
OLYMPIC BOARD 


Gavalas are the two latest 
additions to the Olympic 
boardroom. 

Both men provide a wealth 
of knowledge and experience 
and are well recognised and 


jelevision presenter 


large. 


News. 


admired in the community at 


John Mangos, a familiar 

~ face on national television for 
almost 25 years, is currently 

the senior anchorman with 

Pay-TV news channel Sky 


"Tt is my firm belief that to 


players, supporters, sponsors 
and the media back to the 
club", said Mangos. 
George Gavalas 
"Sydney Olympic is a proud 
club and has a history of 
almost 50 years. I take this | test. 
challenge to try and make a 
difference in order to ensure 
the club’s longevity for 
another 50 years for our 


make Sydney Olympic strong 

again, our highest priority is 

to find a good home on a per- ustralia’s World 

manent basis. Cup qualification 
“Only then will we attract leads through 


CONMEBOL via the 
Solomon Islands and while 
the Socceroos are favoured 
said: | to sweep aside their 
Oceania challengers, South 
America will be a greater 


Argentina and Brazil look 
set to qualify automatically 
however the remaining eight 
teams are separated by just 


future generations.” ints Wi 
‘Sky News presenter John Mangos is joining the eae FSi a aE 
board of Sydney Olymple. m 
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Edison Mendez is Ecuador’s top scorer during the 
South America qualifying campaign with five goals. 


Ecuador leads the chasing 
pack and with two further 
direct spots up for grabs, offi- 
cials in the Socceroos camp 
are hoping that Ecuador 
claims one of them, 

A team of Australian spies 
have retumed from a fact 
finding mission to South 
America and the verdict is 
Ecuador is the Latin team 
Frank Farina’s men least 
wants to face for a-spot at 
Germany 2006. 

Apart from their on field 
flair and an undefeated home 


ESCAPE 
FROM 
ECUADOR 


record during qualifying, 
Ecuador is a much daunting 
opposition because of its 
location. 

The capital Quito, where 
Ecuador plays its home 
games, is 2,850m above sea 
Tevel and visiting teams have 
had a hard time adjusting to 
the altitude. 

South American teams 
have been known to prepare 
fa sea-level base before fly- 
‘ing in to Quito on game day. 

Australian Institute of 
Sport soccer chief Steve 
O'Connor witnessed 
‘Ecuador’s March 27 win over 
Paraguay in Quito and his 
evaluation was alarming. 

Football Australia's techni- 
cal manager Ron Smith com- 
mented: "Playing them is not 
an option we want because of 
the altitude and the fact they 
are a very good side,” he told 
The Daily Telegraph. 


"We had a presence at six 
matches over two rounds and 
Ecuador were one of the sides 
which most impressed us. 

*Playing them would make 
things much harder for us." 

O'Connor added: "I's a 
fable in Ecuador that oppo- 
nents will always suffer and 
there is truth in it. They keep 
the grass long and play an 
expansive game to make 
teams mun.” 

"That's what all the South 
Americans do - and they have 
been working out ways to 
play at altitude for years." 

Peru is the only team to 
have taken a point away from 
Ecuador during qualifying, 
way back in November 2003. 

In its final two home 
games, Ecuador hosts 
Argentina and Uruguay along 
with tips to Colombia, 
Bolivia and Chile. 
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LEHMANN 


SUSPENDED FOR 
WATERWORKS 


rsenal goalkeeper Jens Lehmann has been sus- 
pended for two European matches by UEFA after 


twice throwing 
water over the referee 
and his assistant follow- 
ing the Gunners’ elimi- 
nation from Europe by 
Bayern Munich, 

The Germany inter- 
national was referred to 
UEFA's disciplinary 
committee following the 
incident at Highbury 
after Arsenal lost 3-2 on | 
aggregate to the German 
side, 

Lehmann was found 
guilty of a deliberate act 
which displayed a 
"striking lack of respect 
towards the referee" and 
will miss the first two 
games of next season's 
Champions League cam- 
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CHAMPIONS. 
LEAGUE, 


his assistant. 


Jens Lehmann will miss 
the next two European 
matches after throwing 

water over a referee and 


jormer Olympique Marseille 
coach Alain Perrin was last 
week named manager of 


Premier League relegation candi- 


dates Portsmouth. 

"I am very happy to join the pre- 
miership and to come to England 
because itis the best championship in 
Europe," Perrin told a news confer- 
ence at the club's Eastleigh training 
ground. 

"When I first had contact with the 
chairman, I was very happy to come 
here," added Perrin after making 
apologies for his broken English. 

The 48-year-old Frenchman will 
be at Fratton Park for the next two 
years, the club said on their official 
website. 

Perrin cemented his reputation 
during a decade at Troyes, who he 
steered from the French fourth divi- 
sion to Ligue 1 and a UEFA Cup 
place. 

He joined Marseille in-2002 but is 
suing the club for unfair dismissal 
after being sacked in January 2004. 

Former Tottenham Hotspur and 
Luton Town manager David Pleat 


FANS UNITE IN MEMORY 


was handed the role of temporary 
consultant at Portsmouth until the 
end of the season. 

‘The club have struggled under the 
control of caretaker manager Velimir 
Zajec, initially hired as executive 
director, and coach Joe Jordan after 
Harry Redknapp resigned in 
‘November. 

Perrin played down relegation 
fears at the club, saying the situation 
was more difficult for their rivals 
than it was for Portsmouth. 

"[ think the situation is not very 
difficult, its more difficult for the 
other clubs," said Perrin. 

"Tam here to give my experience 
from Marseille and to get as many 
points as possible until the end of the 
season." 

Pleat said he would not impose 
himself in any way on Perrin. 

“Lam right in the background,” 
said Pleat. "I won't be here that much 
at all, if at all. 

"But I'm on the end of a phone and 
Till give Alain any advice he requires 
at any time about anything.” 


OF HEYSEL VICTIMS 


jwenty years ago Juventus fan Alberto 
Schibone was in the Heysel Stadium on one of 
soccer's blackest nights, 

Last Tuesday he made his first trip to Liverpool for a 
match he hopes will belp heal the wounds opened on 
that fateful May evening in 1985, when a riot by 
Liverpool fans at the European Cup final triggered the 
collapse of a stadium wall and the death of 39 mostly 
Juventus fans, 

"We've come here for reconciliation,” Schibone said 
as he and his friends took in the atmosphere at Anfield. 

"When the draw for this round of the competition 
was made, I really hoped we were drawn against 
Liverpool. I think both clubs need this to be able to 
come to terms with what happened 20 years ago.” 

‘The significance of this match has been lost on no 
one in Liverpool. 

‘The city's newspaper, The Liverpool Echo, printed 
the names of the 39 victims of Heysel on its front page 


Former Marseille coach Alain Perrin will attempt to save 
Portsmouth from relegation. 


on the day of the match, above a banner headline which 
read simply "We're Sorry". 

A special match was staged in Liverpool between 
fans of the two clubs while a delegation was dispatched 
to Liverpool's John Lennon airport to welcome 
Juventus players and fans to the city. 

Before kickoff Phil Neal and Michel Platini, the 
respective captains at Heysel in 1985, took part in a cer- 
emony in which fans carried a banner from the 
Liverpool supporters’ end ~- the famous Spion Kop — to 
the visiting fans' end of the ground. 

‘The banner bore the message "In Memoria e 
Amicizia" (in memory and friendship) along with the 
names of the 39 victims of the disaster. 

Visiting fans were all given a commemorative wrist- 
band in black white and red - the three colours of the 
two clubs - and many joined in an emotional rendition 
of the Liverpool fans’ anthem, "You'll Never Walk 


Players and fans observe a nute’s 
the stands before Liverpool's Champions League quarter-final against Juventus at Anfield. 


silence as the Itallan word for friendship Is displayed In 


During the minute's silence before kickoff in memo- 
ty of the Heysel victims and the death of Pope John 
Paul, Liverpool fans held up a collage of cards to spell 
out the message "Amicizia’ (friendship) to the Juve 
fans, who responded by clapping. 

Fabio Castricone, a 35-year-old Juventus fan who 
remembers watching the Heysel tragedy unfold on tele- 
vision, said: "I think this match will be different from 
any other," 

"[ wanted to come at all costs, I think this will help 
telationships between the two clubs although Juve fans 
will never forget what happened." 

Many Juventus supporters wore scarves with the 
emblems and colours of both Juve and Liverpool. 

Liverpool fans were shaking the hands of visiting 
supporters in a gesture of friendship. 

Despite the feeling of goodwill at Anfield, many 
Juventus supporters said Liverpool fans might not get 
such a warm reception in Turin for the return leg next 
week. 

"We've been treated well here. We spent the after- 
noon in a bar having a few drinks with the Liverpool 
fans,” said Graziano Tassi. 

"But you don't forget everything over a couple of 
drinks.” 


Liverpool 2 Juventus 1 
Lyon 1 PSV Eindhoven 1 
AC Milan 2 Inter Milan 0 

Chelsea 4 Bayern Munich 2 


Rescuers aitend victims at Heysel football 
stadium In Brussels where 39 Juventus 
football fans died when a wall collapsed as 
they tried to escape Liverpool supporters. 


Supporters flee the scene of rlots.at Heyse! 
Stadium In May 1985. 
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MILAN LOCK 


IN COSTA 


Portuguese mid- 

der Rui Costa 

has extended his deal with 

the Italian champions until 
2007. 

The 33-year-old, whose 
contract was due to end in 
June 2006, now plans to fin- 
ish his career with the 
Champions League quarter- 
finalists, 

"As soon as they offered 
me this deal I accepted," he 
told reporters. "I am very 
happy with the offer and it 
means that I will end my 
career here with Milan." 

Rui Costa has regained a 
regular place in the Milan 
side this season but has not 
added to his tally of only 
three league goals since 
arriving from Fiorentina in 
2001. 

Asked what he would like 
to achieve between now and 
the end of his contract, Rui 
Costa replied "A goal". 

The midfielder is in his 
lth season in Italy after 
moving to Fiorentina from 
Portuguese club Benfica in 
1994. 

He helped Milan win the 
Champions League in 2003 
and the Italian league title 
last season. 


Rui Costa wants to score a goal before his tenure 


at Milan runs out in 2007. 


CARBONI STILL 
STRONG AT 40 


‘alencia defender 
» Amedeo Carboni 
Joined a select band 


of players last week when 
he celebrated his 40th 
birthday while still playing 
at the highest level in the 
game. 

‘The former Italian imter- 
national, who is the oldest 
player currently active in the 
Primera Liga, has made |§ 
league appearances for the 
Spanish champions this sea- 
son and is not planning to 
retire until his contract 
expires in 2006. 

Carboni began his career 
at home town club Arezzo 
before moving on to Bari 
Where he made his profes 
sional debut in an Italian Cop 
match in 1985. 


Since then the skilful left 
back has played a pivotal 
tole in what has been one of 
the most successful periods 
in the Spanish club's history. 

He played in the victory 
aver Atletico Madrid in the 
final of the 1999 King's Cup 
and then helped guide them 
to the finals of the 
Champions League in 2000 
and 2001. 

With the help of Argentine 
cemtre-back Roberto Ayala, 
he made the Valencia 
defence the most effective in 
Spain and the foundation on 


which their league titles in 


2002 and 2004 were based. 

Carboni revisited the 
scene of his first European 
triumph when he retumed to 
Gothenburg at the end of last 
season to help Valencia to 
victory over Marseille in the 
UEFA Cup and became the 
oldest player to’ play on the 
winning side in a European 
final. z 

"T've enjoyed the last few 
years a lot and I'm still 
enjoying myself) he told 


BOWYER FINED FOR 
FRACAS WITH TEAMMATE 


ewcastle United fined Lee 

Bowyer six weeks’ wages for 

his part in last week's on-field 
fight with teammate Kieron Dyer but 
confirmed that both players would 
remain at the club. 

In a statement Newcastle described 
the fine as the maximum allowed, esti- 
mated by local media to total around 
250,000 pounds, after the ugly incident 
minutes from the end of their 3-0 home 
defeat by Aston Villa at St James’ Park. 

Newcastle said it was the highest fine 
the club had ever handed out. 

Former Leeds United and England 
midfielder Bowyer, 28, was also 
"severely censured" and wamed us to 
his future conduct for what the club 
described as “his attack on Kieron 
Dyer." 

Dyer escaped punishment and man- 
ager Graeme Souness said that the club 
would be appealing on his behalf 
against his red card. 

“The decision to fine and censure 
Bowyer was taken after chairman 
Freddy Shepherd and Souness inter- 
viewed both players this morning,” the 
club said. 

“Both players have had a fair hearing 
and the club is fully in support of 
Kieron Dyer's claim (of wrongful dis- 
missal) to the Football Association,” 

‘The fine was the latest in a long line 
of punishments that Bowyer has suf- 
fered in his controversial career, begin- 
ning with an eight-week ban for testing 
positive for marijuana while a teenager 
‘at Charlton Athletic. 

He was fined 4,500 pounds and nar- 
rowly escaped jail for throwing a chair 
in a McDonald's restaurant in 1996 and 


‘in 2001 was fincd 64,000 pounds by 
Leeds for a "breach of the club's code of 
conduct". 

He had been cleared of causing griev- 
ous bodily harm and affray in two 
lengthy court cases and initially refused 
to pay the fine. 

Bowyer was also twice banned for 
six matches for violent offences — by 
the FA in 2002 for elbowing Liverpool's 
Gary McAllister and by UEFA in 2003 
for stamping on the head of Malaga 
player Gerardo. 

Bowyer and Dyer shook hands for 
the cameras outside the club's training 
ground last week as Souness confirmed 
that they would both be staying. 


"They have been speaking over the 
weekend, they've had a laugh about it. 
Obviously they both regret what has 
happened,” Souness said. 

"We will be focused on trying to do 
our best between now and the end of the 
season. The only important thing is to 
put this behind us and concentrate on 
trying to win a trophy for this club." 

Asked if the players had a future at 
the club Souness said: "Most defimite- 
y" 

However, Bowyer can expect a tough 
time from some of his team mates, not 
Teast captain Alan Shearer, who 
described Saturday's brawl as "a dis- 
grace’. 


This was the scene at St James Park last week when teammates 


ON CHESTER 


iverpool legend Ian Rush has 
resigned as manager of League 
‘Two club Chester. 

‘The 43-year-old, who made a handful 
‘of appearances for NSL club Sydney 
Olympic, claims that "Various events 
have gradually made it impossible for 
me to carry on" and the termination of 
the contract of his assistant Mark 
Aizlewood "without my consent was the 
final straw". 

Rush took over at the Deva Stadium, 
where he started his illustrious playing 
career, as a replacement for Mark 
‘Wright in August last year. 

At the time, Chester, who were pro- 


‘After spells at Empoli and moted from the Conference last sum- 
Parma he moved to mer, stood bottom of the Football 
Sampdoria where he won the League, 
lralian Cup in 1989 and the His appointment had a galvanising 
Cup Winners Cup in 1990 effect and Rush won the League Two 
against Anderlecht in manager of the month award in October, 
Gothenburg. as well as helping Chester reach the 

He switched to AS Roma third round of the FA Cup. 
at the start of the following But a downtum in Chester's fortunes, 
season, winning the Italian which saw them win three times in 17 
Cup once again in 1991 and matches either side of Christmas saw a 
forming an important part of Valencia defender Amedeo Carbonl tumed 40 last — split emerge between Rush and 
the team until his move to week but has no plans of retirement until his Aizlewood and chairman Stephen 
Valencia in 1997, contract expires In 2006. ‘Vaughan early last month. 
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Vaughan claimed he had offered to 
settle the duo's contracts, while Rush's 
camp declared that they had not 
received a formal offer from the chair- 
man, 

‘The split, on the surface at least, 
seemed to have been resolved. 

But despite picking up seven points 
from a previous nine available, 
Aizlewood's contract was terminated 
and now, with City three games above 
the relegation zone, Rush has followed 
him out of the club. 

"Unfortunately, throughout my 
tenure, various events have gradually 
made it impossible for me to carry on," 
said Rush, 

“The club's decision to terminate the 
contract of my assistant, Mark 
Aizlewood, without my consent was the 
final straw. 

"I was already considering my posi- 
tion after the much publicised com- 
ments from the club a few weeks ago. 

"Loyalty is vital in football and I am 
a loyal person. When a valued member 
of my team is dismissed against my 
wishes, I have no option but to follow 
‘my principles." 

Rush added: "People never know 


Kieron Dyer and Lee Bowyer took ‘shots’ at each other. 


Jan Rush has walked out on 
Chester following the firing of 
assistant Mark Aizlewood. 


what goes on behind the scenes and that 
will remain the case. 

“All I can say is that. in these 
extremely difficult circumstances, I 
believe that I was achieving the only 
goal I set myself - to keep Chester in the 
Football League. 

Rush defended his record at Chester 
and admits he wants to return to football 
as soon as possible. 
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BLACKBURN . 


SOUTHAMPTON .......0 
lackburn climbed towards mid-table safety 
‘with a comfortable win over Southampton. 
Norwegian forward Morten Gamst Pedersen 
scored with a firm shot from just outside the penal- 
ty area after 11 minutes following a raking pass by 
. South African Aaron Mokoena. 
Southampton defender Andreas Jakobsson 
diverted Steven Reid's cross into his own net early 
in the second half and Reid added the third, 


BOLTON . 3 


FULHAM ....2s00s0008 
truggling Fulham never recovered from the 
early sending-off of midfielder Claus Jensen as 

Bolton consolidated sixtlr place in the standings. 
Jensen was shown the red card for deliberate 

handball after 12 minutes and Nigerian internation- 

al Jay Jay Okocha ‘put Bolton ahead from the 
tesulting penalty. 

Midfielder Kevin Nolan nodded in the second. 
goal before halftime and although Fulham pulled 
one back through Luis Boa Morte's close-range 
strike just after the interval, Greek Stelios 
Giannakopoulos restored the hosts' two-goal cush- 
ion. 


CHELSEA ........+.++1 


BIRMINGHAM CITY .....1 
immingham striker Walter Pandiani's 65th- 
minute goal looked like sending Chelsea to 

only their second league defeat of the season before 

substitute Didier Drogba snatched an equaliser 
eight minutes from time. 

The runaway leaders had struggled to break 
down a well organised Birmingham defence but 
Frank Lampard's clever pass set up Drogba who 
scored ftom eight metres to leave Chelsea 11 points 
clear at the top with six games left. 


MANCHESTER CITY ....1 


LIVERPOOL ..........0 
ee Kiki Musampa dented Liverpool's hopes 
of finishing fourth with a spectacular volley in 
the final minute, his first goal in English football. 
Liverpool, who beat Juventus in the first leg of 
their Champions League quarter-final on Tuesday, 
failed to trouble their former goalkeeper David 
James in another indifferent away performance. 


MIDDLESBROUGH .....0 
ARSENAL ............1 
ch international Robert Pires grabbed 
Arsenal's winner in the 73rd minute, firing 
home from close range after a scramble in the area. 
Arsenal cut the gap on leaders Chelsea to 11 
points with six games remaining, while 


Middlesbrough, whose striker Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink missed a golden chance to claim a late 


equaliser, stayed seventh. 


he “Rica 
mec adacaal 


Liverpool's Jamle Carragher (right) makes 
a tackle on Man. City’s Robbie Fowler. 


Chelsea's Didier Drogba (right) curls a shot past Birmingham ‘keeper Maik Taylor. 


NORWICH CITY .......2 
MANCHESTER UTD 0 


ottom club Norwich scored twice in the second 

half to inflict United's third defeat of the sea~ 
son and all-but end any lingering hopes they had of 
winning the title, 

Dean Ashton superbly headed the hosts in front 
after 55 minutes and Leon McKenzie coolly 
volleyed in the second, finishing off a flowing 
move to seal his side's fourth win of the campaign. 

United, who rarely threatened to get back into 
the match, slipped three points behind Arsenal in 
the race for second place. 


PORTSMOUTH ........4 


CHARLTON .. eer 1 
‘igerian striker Yakubu Aiyegbeni gave new 
Portsmouth manager Alain Perrin a dream 

start when he headed his side in front after only 

three minutes and midfielder Steve Stone doubled 
the lead soon afterwards. 

Charlton defender Jon Fortune pulled one back 
with a header two minutes later and Danny Murphy 
equalised with a free kick on the stroke of halftime. 

Diomansy Kamara's near-post header with just 
seven minutes left put Pompey back in front and 
Lomana Lualua added a fourth in stoppage time as 
the south-coast club moved seven points clear of 
the drop zone, 


TOTTENHAM .. Beh | 


NEWCASTLE UTD ......0 

1] Sete Defoe scored his 22nd goal of the season 
to sink troubled Newcastle 1-0 and move 

Tottenham into a possible UEFA Cup spot. 

The England forward took advantage of a defen- 
sive mix-up between Magpies goalkeeper Steve 
Harper and defender Celestine Babayaro to stab in 
the only goal shortly before half-time. 

Defoe, Fredi Kanoute and Simon Davies all 
wasted chances to make it more comfortable for 
Spurs against a poor Newcastle side, for whom 
James Milner - a half-time replacement for the 
injured Alan Shearer - should have equalised fol- 
lowing an error by Paul Robinson. 


EVERTON .... 24 


CRYSTAL PALACE +0 
‘verton ended a worrying run of three succes- 
ive defeats to extend their advantage in the 
battle with neighbours Liverpool for the fourth 
Champions League qualification spot. 

David Moyes’ side denied Crystal Palace the 
chance to move out of the Barclays Premiership’s 
bottom three with a convincing 4-0 win at 
Goodison Park. 

A first-half free-kick from Mikel Arteta (7) was 
followed by a Tim Cahill brace (47 and 54) before 
16-year-old striker James Vaughan came off the 
bench to cap a memorable day by becoming the 


Premiership’s youngest-ever goalscorer three min- 
utes from time. 


ASTON VILLA . Br | 


WEST BROMWICH Be 
Robinson scored an injury-time equaliser 
to move West Brom out of the bottom three 
for the first time in five months, 

‘The Baggies left-back headed home a cross from 
Riccardo Scimeca to give Albion a point from a 1- 
1 draw with local rivals Aston Villa at Villa Park. 

Darius Vassell had scored his first Premiership 
goal since the opening day of the season to put 
Villa abead and then Jonathan Greening and Liam 
Ridgewell were sent off for violent conduct before 
Robinson's point-saver. 


Southampton’s Jamie Redknapp (left) 
tussles with Blackburn’s Steven Reid. 


EPL FIXTURES 


Saturday, April 16 
Charlton vs Bolton 
Crystal Palace vs Norwich City 
Fulham vs Manchester City 
Liverpool ys Tottenham 
Southampton vs Aston Villa 
Birmingham City Portsmouth 


FA GUP SEMIS 


Saturday April 16 
Arsenal vs Blackburn 


Sunday April 17 
Manchester Utd vs Newcastle Utd 


Blackbur 3 Southampton 0, Bolton 3 Fulham 1, Chelsea 
1 Birmingham 1, Manchester City 1 Liverpool 0, 
Middlesbrough 0 Arsenal 1, Norwich 2 Manchester Utd 0, 
Portsmouth 4 Chariton 2, Aston Villa 1 West Bromwich 1, 
Everton 4 Crystal Palace 0, Tottenham 1 Newcastle Utd 0. 


Aston Villa 
Man City 
Newcastle 
Birmingham 
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Brighton 1 Leicester 1, Cardiff 0 Wigan 2, Derby 3 Stoke 
1, Gillingham 1 Bumiey 0, Millwall 4 Crewe 3, Notis 
Forest 0 Plymouth 3, Rotherham 1 Preston NE 2, 
Sheffield Utd 3 QPR 2, Sunderland 1 Reading 2, Watford 
1 Leeds Utd 2, West Ham 3 Coventry 0, Wolverhampton 
vs Ipswich - Tuesday AET. 


Wolverhampton 
Bumley 
Plymouth 
Leicester 
Cove 
Gillingham 
Cardiff 
Crewe 
Watford 
Brighton 
Nottm Forest 
Rotherham 


7 
33 
49 
52 
52 
37 
50 
49 
8 
48 
53 
35 
54 
37 
59 
41 
66 
60 
46 
7 
57 
61 
60 
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Tranmere 1 Stockport 0, Blackpool 0 Peterborough 1, 
Bournemouth 0 Luton 1, Brentford 1 Bristol City 0, 
Colchester 1 Hartlepool 1, Huddersfield 3 Doncaster 1, 
Oldham 1 Sheffield Wed 1, Port Vale 1 Chesterfield 0, 
Swindon 1 Walsall 2, Torquay 1 Milton Keyes 0, 
Bradford 0 Hull 2. 


Luton 

Hull 
Tranmere 
Sheffield Wed 
Hartlepool 
Bournemouth 
Brentford 
Huddersfield 
Bristol City 


Milton Keynes Dons 
Torquay 

Wrexham, 
Peterborough 
Stockport 
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= ATALANTA ....0042..43 


/hatan emotional week it was for Italian football, With the 
passing away of the Holy Father, Pope Jon Paul I, all 
Serie A matches were suspended for the week. 

AA few days later the tragedy of the Heysel Stadium disaster in 
Brussels was relived some twenty years later, with Liverpool 
beating Juventus at Anfield in the Champions League last week. 

This week sees the return legs of the Champions League quar- 
ter final matches; Juventus take on Liverpool at the Delle Alpi 
Stadium in Turin and Inter Milan lock homs with cross-city 
tivals AC Milan at the San Siro in the matches involving the 


three Italian clubs. 


Goals from Jaap Stam and Andriy Shevchenko gave AC 
Milan a 2-0 first-leg lead over city rivals Inter at the San Siro, 
While the previous day Liverpool heat Juventus 2-1 in a match 
where both sides had their fair share of chances. 

Inter coach Roberto Mancini has refused to concede defeat, 
despite the (0-2 deficit he faces, and he will be desperate for his 
team in the return leg to outplay AC Milan because should Inter 
exit the Champions League, which appears very likely, then they 
will only have the Coppa Italia to play for this season. 

Meanwhile Juventus, masters at the 1-0 win, should overcome: 
Liverpool but it really depends on which Liverpool turns up. 

If the same Liverpool that outplayed Juventus in the first half 
at Anfield shows up in Turin then Juventus will be in real trou- 
ble, However, should the second half Liverpool make an appear- 
ance, then Juventus will have little trouble. 

The disappointing factor for Liverpool and Australian football 
fans is the injury to Harry Kewell. How the Reds would love his 
services right now and bow he would love to be there too. 
Matches against Juventus in the Champions League don't come 
around too often in a player,s career. 

kk kK * 
$ mentioned all football games in Italy were called off last 
ane, wate nie toes Wien 
a goalkeeper in his youth. 

Itis interesting to note though that controversial Lecce coach, 
‘Zdenek Zeman, said he would have played the games in tribute 
to an extraordinary person'. 

A lot of people may have agreed with Zeman,s view but itis 
hard to fathom how some of the Serie A fans could seriously pay 
tribute to anyone or anything let alone the Pope. 

Italian Affair witnessed first hand some appalling behaviour 
of some fans in Rome and Florence a few months ago and until 
the hooligan element is totally eliminated from the game in Italy, 
then good ideas like Zeman,s can only fall on deaf ears. 

Itcosts the Italian taxpayer a fortune every week to send hun- 
dreds of police to every match in order to patrol some trouble- 
makers who spoil a wonderful sporting event for others. 

‘The scenes at Anfield last week only further highlighted bow 


out of touch are some of the Italian football fans. When a few 


Liverpool supporters walked on the field carrying a peace banner 

and then headed towards the section of the ground where 

Jayentus fans were seated, a whole section stood, turned their 

‘backs on the Liverpool peace message and gave the one finger 
kk ke 


ype reads with interest where Bayem Munich's Brazilian 
‘winger, Ze Roberto, has stated that he will be ready to move 


to Roma if the club makes him a serious offer. 


Now here is a player who has surely lost his marbles. Roma 
are struggling financially and deceitfully have tried to hoodwink 
authorities, including Italy's tax department, about the real state 


of their financial affairs, 


Ze Roberto is off contract at the end of the season and he has 
attracted plenty of interest. 
"Roma are a big club, they're extraordinary," he is reported as 
ing, 


Extraocdinary indeed — here is a club that should bave been 
relegated for their financial irregularities tthe end of las season. 
Fiorentina, Palermo and Napoli, just to name a few, have all 
suffered a lot worse fora lot les. Palermo in 1987 and Fiorentina 
in 2002 had to form completely new entities and work their way 
up from the lower divisions, 
[Napoli were dropped from the Serie B only last season 


because of their financial state. 


It would appear that the rules are flexible if not downright 
‘unjust. Roma will struggle to hold their star players such as Totti 
and Cassano at the end of this season and Ze Roberto would be 
well advised, like every other player, to stay well clear. 


Sydney readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 
‘10.00pm for all the latest soccer news from the local and 
‘overseas competitions. Yours truly, Joseph Carlueci, 
‘Stuart Jones, John Romeo, Robert Scarselletta and 
Mark Stavroulakis are part of the team. 


CHIEVO VERONA ......0 
nce seven points adrift-at the bottom of Serie 
A, Atalanta racked up their third win in a row 
to move off the foot of the table. 

Michele Marcolini gave them an early lead from 
the penalty spot after striker Stephen Makinwa had 
been brought down by keeper Luca Marchegiani. 
Marchegiani’s failure to punch a cross clear 
allowed Stephen Makinwa to double their advan- 
tage and midfielder Riccardo Montolivo completed 
the rout on 55 minutes. 


CAGLIARI ...........0 


SAMPDORIA ..........0 
jaced Sampdoria came to the Sant’Elia 
stadium hoping to boost their challenge for a 
Champions League place, but failed to break down 
Cagliari’s stubborn resistance in this dour 
encounter. 
‘The kosts had the best chance when Italy striker 
Mauro Esposito struck over from close range. 


LAZIO 2 canccscceseed 
LIVORNO .. A 


ivomo never came to grips with Lazio’s swift 

‘with Roberto Muzzi poking in 
a low cross by winger Cesar to put the hosts ahead 
on 16 minutes and Cesar then making it 2-0 with a 
penalty on the stroke of halftime. 

‘Tommaso Rocchi broke Livomo’s offside trap to 
add the third shortly after the restart before the 
away side won a late penalty which Igor Protti con- 
verted, 


SIENA ww. cscs ccc ee 
ge ahead through goals by Cedric Konan and 
Massimo Paci, Lecce’s leaky defence allowed 
Massimo Maccarone and Roderigo Taddei to pull 
Siena level and grab a precious point in their battle 
against relegation. 


PALERMO ...... +2 


MESSINA ............1 
I rate to 10 men following the first half dis- 
issal of defender Salvatore Aronica, Messina 
held out in this Sicilian derby until the 53rd minute 
when Cristian Zaccardo scored for the hosts, 
Riccardo Zampagna headed them level from a 
free kick, but Luca Toni’s late strike gave 
Champiobns-league chasing Palermo the win. 


REGGINA ,...........1 


PARMA ... seeeard 
‘A Cup quarter-finalists Parma moved three 
points clear of the relegation zone thanks toa 
superb performance by striker Domenico Morfeo, 
who scored a goal in each half to put Parma 2-0 up. 
Reggina midfiedler Mozart pulled one back 
from the penalty spot but Fabio Simplicio’s strike 
just after the hour sealed the win for the visitors. 
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Juventus striker Alessandro del Plero, (left) goes for a header but'ls beaten to the ball 


ROMA .. 2... cece eee ed 
dinese clung on to fourth place in the division 
after fighting back from two goals down 

against a Roma side missing seven of its first-team 

tegulars through injury or suspension. 

Goals by Antonio Di Natale and Giampiero 
Pinzi cancelled out early strikes by visiting defend- 
er Cristian Chivu and Vincenzo Montella, but just 
before halftime Brazilian midfielder Mancini 
restored Roma’s lead. 

David Di Michele then slipped the offside trap to 
chip in for the hosts. 


BOLOGNA ...........0 


INTER MILAN .........1 
A early goal by Argentine striker Julio Cruz 
gave Inter Milan a win as they continued their 
lonely progress in third place, 14 points behind AC 
Milan and Juventus. 
Bologna’s best chance at an equaliser came 
when Igli Tare’s header was disallowed for offside. 


AC MILAN ..........+1 

BRESCIA........2.01.4 

n carly strike by Rui Costa looked have given 

C Milan all three points against bottom- 
place Brescia. 

With three minutes remaining, however, visiting 
midfielder Pier Wome unleashed a thundering 
equaliser that ended the leaders’ run of eight suc- 
cessive wins. 


JUVENTUS ..........3 


FIORENTINA ..........3 
| Sia failed to take advantage of Milan’s slip- 
up and almost suffered defeat themselves as they 
were forced to come from behind three times in 
Floreace. 
Giampaolo Pazzini, Giorgio Chiellini and Dario 
Dainelli all put Fiorentina ahead only for a goal by 
Alessandro Del Piero and a brace by Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic to salvage a point for Juve. 


iar aaa Sees 


AC Milan's Massimo Ambrosinl Is 
challenged by a Brescla tackler. 


by Fiorentina ‘keeper Cristian Cejas. 


} Cagliari 


} Lecce 


} Reggina 


SERIE €l 


AC Milan 1 Brescla 1, Bologna 0 Inter 
Milan 1, Florentina 3 Juventus 3, 
Atalanta 3 Chievo 0, Cagliari 0 
Sampdoria 0, Lazio 3 Livorno 1, Lecce 2 
Siena 2, Palermo 2 Messina 1, Reggina 
1 Parma 3, Udinese 3 Roma 3. 


AC Milan 
Juventus 
Inter Milan 
Udinese 
Sampdoria 
Palermo 
Roma 
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Bologna 


Ftce 


Lazio 
Livorno 
Messina 


Parma 
Fiorentina 
Chievo 
Siena 
Atalanta 
Brescia 
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SERIE B 


Venezia 2 Catanzaro 0, Perugia 4 
Ternana 0, Piacenza 3 Treviso 2, Torino 
0 Empoli 0, Vicenza 1 Ascoli 1, Genoa 3 
Albinoleffe 2, Crotone 4 Trestina 2, 
Pescara 0 Salernitana 2; Bati 1'Catania 
0, Modena 2 Verona 0. 
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Genoa 
Empoli 
Torino 
Treviso 
Perugia 
Ascoli 
Verona 
Piacenza 
Modena 
Catania 
Albinoleffe 
Cesena 
Bari 
Temana 
Salemitana 
Vicenza 
Triestina 
Pescara 
Arezzo 
Crotone 
Venezia 
Catanzaro 
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26-41 29 
27 -58 23 


* Modena handed four point deduction. 
* Bari docked a point for fan violence. 
* Crotone deducted three points. 
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CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


QUARTER-FINAL LEG 1 
Liverpool ..2 Juventus . .1 
AC Milan ..2 Inter Milan 0 
Chelsea ..4 B. Munich 2 


Second lag April 12-13 


SEMLFINALS 
First leg - April 26-27 
Second leg - May 3-4 


Chelsea/Bayem vs 
Liverpool/Juventus 


AC Milan/inter vs Lyon/PSV 


FINAL: 
May 25, Istanbul 


PSV’s Phillip Cocu reacts after 
scoring against Lyon. 


UEFA CUP 


QUARTER-FINAL LEG 1 

Villarreal ..1 AZ Alkmaar2 
CSKA ....4 Auxerre ...0 
Newcastle .1 S Lisbon ..0 
A.Vienna .1 Parma... .1 


QUARTER-FINALS 
Second leg - April 14 


SEMI-FINALS 
First leg - April 28 
Second leg - May 5 


Vienna/Parma vs CSKA/Auxerre 


Newcastle/Sporting vs 
Villarreal/Alkmaar 


FINAL 
May 18, Lisbon 


Villarreal’s Juan Roman 
Riquelme celebrates his goal 
against AZ Alkmaar. 


BELGIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 
Sint-Truiden 0 Racing Genk 2, Gent 4 Cercle 
Brugge 2, Anderlecht 2 Lokeren 0, Germinal 
Beerschot 1 Westerio 0, Lierse 0 Excelsior 1, 
Mons-Bergen 4 La Louviere 1, Oostende 1 
Charleroi 2, Beveren O Brussels 1, Club 
Brugge 1 Standard Liege 1. 


P WODL F A Pts 
Club Brugge 28 215 2 69 1968 
Anderlecht 28 204 4 62 2664 
Standard = =28 17 6 5 49 2357 
Genk 28 166 6 44 3254 
Charleroi 28 157 6 37 2952 
‘AA Gent 2815 4 9 44 3049 
Westerlo 28 114 13 28 43 37 
lalouvidre 28 107 11 35 3137 
Cercle 28 105 13 40 63 35 
Lokeren 288 119 27 3035 
Uerse 28.9 5 14 43 5132 
Beveren 288 7 13 38 431 
Mouscron 28 8 6 14 36 3830 
G.Beerschot 28 8 6 14 27 3430 
Sint-Truiden 28 7 6 15 29 4427 
Brussels 28.7 2 «19 24 5223 
Mons 28 6 4 18 35 48 22 
Oostende 28 5 7 16 27 5322 

CROATIAN C’SHIP PLAY-OFFS 


Zagreb 3 Inter 3, Varteks 2 Slaven 0, 
Hajduk 4 Rijeka 1. 


P WOL F A PS 
Hajduk 24°13 4 7 40 2543 
Rijeka 24 10 104 39 2540 
Inter 26116 7 29 2539 
Varteks 24 122 10 42 3138 
Zagreb 24114 9 34 2737 
Slaven 24114 9 29 2837 

DUTCH EREDIVISIE 


Den Haag 2 De Graafschap 0, Groningen 3 
RBC Roosendaal 0, Heerenveen 1 Twente 2, 
PSV Eindhoven 3 Den Bosch 0, Ajax 
Amsterdam 4 AZ Alkmaar 2, NAC Breda 0 
Feyenoord 2, NEC Nijmegen 1 Vitesse 1, 


RKC Waalwjlk 1 Roda JC 0. 
PoWODL F A Pts 
PSV 28 234 1 «75 1373 
Alkmaar 27 186 3 63 2660 
Ajax m2 185 5 58 2959 
Feyenoord 27 175 5 76 3256 
Vitesse 28 136 9 45 3845 
‘Twente 28 136 9 38 3145 
Heerenveen 28 13.5 10 45 45 44 
Waalwik 28 10 8 10 35 3838 
Utrecht. 27 10 6 11 29 3136 
Roda 28 10 6 12 47 4536 
Groningen 28 10 6 12 41 45 36 
Willem Il 28.9 5 14 33 5232 
NAC 28 6 14 35 55 30 
DenHaag «28 B 6 14 32 4330 
NEC 28:7 9 12 32 4030 
Roosendaal 28 6 2 20 26 63 20 
Graafschap 28 4 6 18 28 6418 
DenBosch 27 3 3 21 15 63 12 
ENGLAND LEAGUE TWO 


Cheltenham 1 Shrewsbury 1, Bristol 3 
Rushden & Diamonds 0, Cambridge Utd 3 
Darlington 4, Chester 2 Boston Utd 1, 
Grimsby 0 Wycombe 0, Kidderminster 2 
Bury 2, Lincoln 1 Swansea 0, Northampton 
1 Scunthorpe 2, Oxford 2 Notts County 1, 
Rochdale 2 Leyton Orient 0, Yeovil 5 
Mansfield 2. 


P WOL F A Pts 
Yeovil 42 236 13 84 6375 
Southend 41 21119 61 4074 
Scunthomme 42 20 12 10 61 4272 
Swansea 42°218 13 59 4171 
Macclesfield 41 20 9 12 55 41 69 
Uncoin City 42 19 11 12 62 4 68 
Darlington 42 18 10 14 51 47 64 
Northampton42 17 12 13 56 50 63 
Wycombe 42 16 13 13 53 46 61 
Rochdale 42 15 15 12 47 45 60 
Mansfield 42 14 14 14 50 48 56 
Oxford Utd 42 15 11 16 47 55 56 
Boston Utd 42 13 15 14 54 5054 
Cheltenham 42 14 12 16 45 4854 
Leyton 42 13 15 14 58 63 54 
Bristol 42 11-20 11 55 5453 
Grimsby 42 13 13 46 44 4852 
51 49 
58 49 
63 48 
50 46 
57 a4 


Bury 

Notts County 42 13 10 19 43 
‘Chester 42 11 15 16 40 
Shrewsbury 42 11 13 18 46 
Rushden 42 9 14 19 38 


Diego Cagna of Argentina's Boca Juniors celebrates his team’s first goal 


against Mexico's Pachuca, during their Copa Libertadores match. 


Kminster 42 10 7 25 37 7437 
Cambridge 42 7 14 21 38 5835 
FRENCH LIGUE 1 


Caen 0 Metz 1, Istres 2 Sochaux 0, Lens 0 
Nice 0, Nantes 2 Lyon 2, Paris St Germain 4 
Bordeaux 4, St-Etienne 3 Bastia 0, 
Strasbourg 1 Marseille 0, Toulouse 0 Rennes 
2, Ajaccio 4 Auxerre 3. 


P WODL F A Pts 
Lyon 32 18 122 45 1966 
Lille 31 13: 135 44 2152 
Marseille 32 15 7 10 39 3152 
Monaco 34 12 145 40 2950 
Rennes 32 13 8 11 39 3447 
Auxerre 341 13 7 11 4G 38 46 
Toulouse 31 12 109 30 2946 


Sochaux 32 12 9 11 34 3045 
StEtienne 32 10 148 40 2944 
Lens 32 10 12 10 33 2942 
PSG 32.9 149 31 3441 
Bordeaux 32 8 168 32 3040 
Strasbourg 32 9 1112 34 35 38 
Nice 32 8 14.10 35 4138 
Metz 32 8 1212 26 3736 
Nantes. 32 8 11:13 27 3235 
Ajaccio 32 7 1411 28 3535 
Caen 32 6 12 14 25 5230 
Bastia 32:7 8 17 22 3929 
Istres 32 4 1414 20 4126 


HELLENIC NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Panathinaikos 1 Olympiakos 0, AEK Athens 2 
PAOK 0, Iraklis 5 Kerkyra 1, Xanthi 3 
Panionios 0, OF! Crete 0 Halkidona 4, lonikos 
4 Ergotelis 0, Kallithea 1 Egaleo 0, Aris 0 
Kalamaria 0. 


P WODL F A Pts 
Ptthinalkos 25 16 5 4 39 1253 
AEK % 14 101 38 1852 
Olympiacos 25 14 8 3 42 1650 
Xanthi 3 127 6 39 243 
PAOK 2% 125 8 34 3041 
Halidona «25 9 8 8 25 2535 
Egaleo 2 7 126 20 1933 
Iraklis S 9 5 1% 27 26 52 
Kallithea 25 7 9 9 33 36 30 
Panionios 25 7 9 9 20 2530 
On 23 7 7 41 31 35 28 
lonikos 2 6 9 40 18 3027 
Aris: 2-4 129 21 2924 
Kalamarias 25 5 9 44 25 41 24 
Erngoteis 25 5 4 46 17 41 19 
Kerkira 3 3 7 45 18 39 16 

ERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Bayer Leverkusen 0 Dortmund 1, Bayem 
Munich 2, Moenchengladbach 1, Hamburg 1 
Werder Bremen 2, Hertha Berlin 3 Freiburg 
4, Mainz 0 Wolfsburg 2, Bochum 4 
Hannover 0, Stuttgart 3 Schalke 0, Arminia 
Bielefeld 0 Kaisersiautem 2, Numberg 3 
Hansa Rostock 0, 


P WOOL F A Pts 
Bayer 28 185 5 54 2659 
Schalke 28182 8 4 3356 
Stuttgart 28 166 6 51 3154 
Bremen 28155 8 58 3150 
Hertha 28 12745 50 2747 
Hamburg 28 14 2 12 49 45 44 
Leverkusen 28 127 9 47 36 43 
Dortmund 28 118 9 35 3741 
Wolfsburg «28 15 1 «14 43 44 40 
Kslautem 28 11 6 44 35 3639 


Hannover 28 11 5 12 31 3138 
Arminia 28 10 5 13 31 3935 
Nomberg 28 8 7 15 48 53 34 
Mainz 28 8 6 14 34 4530 
M’gladbech 28 7 8 13 31 45 29 
Bochum 28 6 8 14 38 56 26 
Hansa 28.5 8 15 25 5423 
Freiburg 28.3 8 17 22 5817 
PORTUGUESE SUPERLICA 


Sporting Lisbon ‘4 Belra-Mar 0, Setubal 0 Gil 
Vicente 0, Martimo 2 Nacional 1, Rio Ave 4 
Benfica 0, Uniao Leiria 0 Guimaraes 1, 
Penafiel 1 Moreirense 0, Boavista 1 Porto 0, 
Belenenses vs Academica - Tuesday AET, 
Estoril vs Braga - Tuesday AET. 


PWODL FA Pts 
Benfica 28 166 6 45 2754 
Sporting 28 15 6 7 57 3051 
Braga 27 13:9 5 38 2048 
Boavista 28 139 6 36 35 48 
Porto 2813.9 6 31 23 48 
Guimarees 28 12 8 8 31 24 44 
RioAve 28 9 154 32 3042 
Marftimo §=28 «9 «127 33 29:39 
Belenenses 27 115 11 36 3038 
‘Setubal 28.9 9 10 38 38 36 
‘Nacional 28 10 4 14 37 4034 
Penafiel 28 10 4 14 31 43 34 
Leiria 2 7 129 26 27 33 
Académica 27 7 7 13 23 35 28 
Gil Vicente 28 7 6 15 27 3627 
Estoril 27-7 5 15 32 4426 
Moreirense 28 5 10 13 21 37 25 
Beira-Mar 28 5 8 15 26 5223 

‘SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aberdeen 1 Motherwell 3, Dundee 2 
Dunfermiine 1, Kilmarnock 0 Inverness CT 1. 


P WOL F A Pts 
Rangers 31 246 1 66 1678 
Celtic 31°25 2 4 70 2677 
Hibemian 34 16 5 10 54 4553 
Aberdeen 32 15 7 10 36 3052 
Hearts 316139 9 37 29:48 
Motherwell 31 12 6 13 40 39 42 
invemess CT 31 9 9 13 35 40 36 
Kilmamock 32 11.2 19 38 5235 
Dundee 32 8 7 17 32 5831 
Dunfermline 32 6 9 17 28 53 27 
Livingston 34 6 6 19 26 53 24 
Dundee Utd 31 4 10 17 33 54 22 


SERBIA & MONTENEGRO 
Zemun 0 Vojvodina 0, Hajduk Kula 2 
Radnicki 1, Hajduk B. 0 Ref Star 4, Sutjeska 
0 Obilic 0, Smederevo 1 Borac 4, Cukaricki 0 
Zeleznik 2, Zeta 2 OFK Beograd 0, Partizan’ 
Buducnost 0. 


P WODL F A Pts 
Partizan 20 18 2 0 50 1056 
Crvena 21°17 3 1 50 1254 
Zeta 2 132 5S 34 1741 
OFK 261119 «3t 2434 
Zemun 208 6 7 21 2430 
Buducnost 21 9 3 9 27 2530 
Kula u777 B MB 
NoviBeograd21 8 4 9 25 2428 
Cukaricki §=6-21 6 «=5 10 21 25 23 
Borac 206 5 9 20 2823 
Obilic 206 5 9 20 3023 
Smederevo 21 5 8 8 17 2723 
Vojvodina 21 6 5 10 20 27 23 

105 6 10 14 2921 
Zeelemnik «21 4 4 13 19 33 16 
Hajduk 21:1 6 14 13 «469 

‘SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Ath. Bilbao 3 Real Sociedad 0, Numancia 4 
At. Madrid 0, Deportivo 1 Villarreal 1, 
Espanyol 1 Sevilla 3, Getafe 1 Albacete 0, 
Mallorca 0 Real Zaragoza 2, Osasuna 1 
Santander 0, Real Betis 2 Levante 2, Real 
Madrid 4 Barcelona 2, Valencia 2 Malaga 2. 


6 We DL FA) Pts 
Barcelona 31 216 4 59 25 69 
RealMadrid 31 20 3 8 55 28 63 
Sevilla 31157 9 37 3452 
Villarreal 30 149 7 52 2851 
Betis 34 13-117 «52 4250 
Espanyol 31 147 10 41 39.49 
Valencia 31612 127 «48 34:48 
Atiético 31 13 7 11 36 2646 
Deportivo 31 11 137 40 37 46 
Athletic 31 12:8 11 50 4244 
Zaragoza «= 31 12 7 12 37 42 43 
Getafe 31 10 9 12 32 3639 
RSociedad 31 11 6 14 40 4539 
Malaga 31 40 6 15 30 40 36 
Levante 319 8 14 36 4635 
‘Osasuna 30 9 7 14 35 53 34 
Racing 31.9 7 15 33 4634 
Mallorca 316 6 19 28 55 24 
Albacete 31.5 9 17 27 45 24 
Numancia 31 5 8 18 22 48 23 

TURKISH SUPER LICA 


Besiktas 4 Ankaragucu 1, Malatyaspor 2 
Istanbulspor 0, Ankaraspor 3 Diyarbakirspor 
0, Sebatspor 0 Kayserispor 0, Sakaryaspor 0 
Fenerbahce 1, Galatasaray 0 Trabzonspor 2, 
Denizispor 3 Rizespor 0, Genclerbirligi 0 
Samsunspor 0, G'tepspor 2 Konyaspor 0. 


PoWODtL FA Pts 
Fenerbahce 27 22 2 3 66 14 68 
Galatasaray 27 19 4 4 52.2061 
Trabzonspor 27 18 5-4 54°23 59 
Besiktas 27 15 7 5 55 3052 
Denizlispor. 27 12 7 8 37 2943 
Rizespor 27 118 8 31 2641 
Malatyaspor 27 11 4 12 32 3637 
Gaz'tepspor 27 11 4 12 38 4137 
Konyaspor 27 8 118 43 4935 
Ankaraspor 27 9 7 11 40 4134 
Genclerbiriigi 27 9 7 11 34 3434 
Dibakirspor 27 8 6 13 27 4230 
Samsunspor 27 8 6 13 32 4730 
Ankaragiicd 27 7 7. 13 25 48 28 


Parma’s Jorge Bolano Correa and Austria’s Sebastian Mila challenge for 


the ball during their UEFA Cup quarter final. 
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CLUB: 
Everton EC ELEY 


Millwall, EG (Engl eee Utd. 
Sydney Olympic; Belmore Hercules 


